St. [Francis of Assisi Parish: (Generations of [Faith
ﬂ\Ycar on Fragcr: Conncc’cing to (God in T raditional and Uniquc Wags\

Recent documents from the u 5 Bishops cha”enge all members of the Church to embrace the
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Let's Connect Through Practicc of ]ifelong Icarning of the faith. At every age, there is sometlﬁing to be learned and cxPcrier\ccd

cxPrcssion of an intimate refationslﬂiP with Jcsus Christ.

on an individual’sjourney of faith. (Generations of Faitlﬁ offers a uniquc exPcricncc for all members of
our faith community to learn and grow togctl']er in rc]ationship with Jcsus and r—'lis Churcl"u. lrx this sixth
scason of (Generations of [~ aith our communitg will devote time to a studg of prayer. Jtis our goal that

all Participants will connect with God in new ways as thcy become more aware of prayer as an

]n this month of Dcccmbcr we devote our stuclg to the Traditiona| Fragers of the Church,

\H‘!C means 135 Wl’llCl‘I we Prag W!’!Cﬂ our own WOFdS Fa” sl’lort O'F CXPFCSSiﬂg our dcsircs‘ ‘
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GofFEVENT ]

Celcbrate the [ vent:
[ essons and Carols
2 pm
]n the church
On EPiPhanH Sunday
Januarg §rd

T his event is hosted f:;g our 9th
grade students.

Christmas Dag, a c123 the Cl—:urcl‘r
sets aside for rcmcmbcring the birth
of Jesus, will be past when we
gather for our third (G of |~ event.
Yet we will gather as community for
a Lessons and Carols event on the
[Feast of Epiphang to cmplﬁasize
that the Christmas Season is not
over until the [Feast of the Baptism
of The Lorc{ on Januarg 10.

Janet Schaeffler, OF in an article
Pub[ishecl in the Nov,/Dec. 09
issue of “Religion T eachers
Journal” states that “the Gospe[s
of the Christmas Season stand
togethcr to tell the wonderful story
of the [ncarnation oFJesusﬁGod
taking on humanitg and embracing
the human condition. Christmas
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magnanimous[g reminds us that

Jesus is present with us, in our lives,

and in our world. T his overwhe]ming

rca[it3 sustains us from childhood

tl—arougl—a every stage of ourlives.”

The rca[itg of the [ncarnation of

Jesus deserves celebration chonc’

Christmas Dag‘ Come andjoin us

to remember the Christmas story
and the great giFt of God’s love in
the |ncarnation of Jesus through
prayer, word and song. T
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T raditional prayer, often
considered rote, tends to be
ncglcctcd bg Pcop]e who claim to
take their faith seriousl& /n Tﬁc
Worals Wc Fra% Pub]ished }33
Logola Fress, author Amg Welborn
offers an insig}'rhcu[ cxploration into
18 traditional prayers and the vital
sPiritua[ role ecach one can Plag
This cnchanting prayer book
inserted in each (Generations of
FFaith homekit, includes the Hstorg
and traditional use of cach prayer as
well as Personal anecdotes to show
w}’wg the boc’g of Catholic traditional
prayers is "a treasure worth
rec]iscovering.” From the Psalms to
traditional Marian prayers to the
Lorc{’s Frager to Amer\, the prayers
explorec{ in [ he Words /e /Draﬂ
are ghcts from the past that can
great]3 benefit our spiritual life
toclag.

The Re!igious [ d office has a few

extra COPiCS FOF PUFC]ﬁaSC ]COF
$10.00. Call323-6272,x2 if
interested. T
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BEYOND December 25

Here are some ideas for cclcbrating

C}‘rristmas bcgond Dcccmber 25:

. At’ccnd the masses of the

Christmas Season:

- The Feast of Mar3 the Motl‘:cr of
God JanA i

- TheFeastof E_Piphany Jan.3

- The Baptism of the | _ord Jan. 10

. Fray the rosary as a Famib
rcﬂecting on the Joy{:ul
Mysteries

o Visit someone who is ill or
homebound to bring some

Christmas cheer

o Bake somcthing spccial asa ghct

fora neighbor in need.

e Plana sPccial Fami[g night
togct]’zcr to remember the love of

the Ho[g Famﬂg‘
. Clﬁangc your Advcnt Canc”cs to

white candles and continue to
pray togctlﬁcr each night using the
Christmas Scripturcs.

* (Continue to Play Christmas
hgmns

. Host a Ho|3 Fami[3 Fartg with
friends from church (See insert in
homekit)

. Light afirein 3ourmcireplace and
talk with one another about how

Jesus is the Iight of the world.

o |nvite Jesus every day tofind a

home in your heart.

o Watch a Christmas rcligious

video

. Flan a ceremony on the Feast of
E_Piphany, P!acing the Magi at
your Christmas creche. Read the
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storg from Scripturc Matthcw
2:1-12.

. Extcnc{ Bourgig’c giving
t]’mroug]’mout the Christmas
Scason, giving a small homemade

gipc on each c!ay.

. Kemcmbcr to pray each dag
tl"nankir\g Gocl for the gipt of rﬂis

Son Jcsus. T

/ 5criPturc and
Traditional Fraycr

Below are some Scriptural

references that Point us to prayers

of the Church.

Thc Our Fatl-ner
Matthew 6:9-13
| uke 11:2-4

The Hail Mary
[ uke 1:28
| uke 142

The Magni{:icat
| uke 1:46-55

T he Benedictus
| uke 1:66-80

The Angelus
Lul(c 1:26-3%8
John 1:14

The Gloﬁa

\ | uke 2:14

~

SANTASFRAYER
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The slcig}w was Packcd. The
reindeer were fed ~ But Santa still
knelt bg the side of the bed.

"Dear Fat!‘:cr,” he Pragccl‘ "Bc with
me tonight ~ Tl‘ncrc’s much work to
do and my schedule is tight‘

| mustjump in my slcigl'] and streak
through the 5143 ~ Knowing full well
that a reindeer can't Hy

| will visit each household before the
first Iig}wt ~ |l cover the world and all
inone nig]’)t‘

With slcigh bells a-ringing, lHand on
cach roof ~ Amic‘ the soft clatter of
each little hoof.

To getin the house is the difficult
part ~ So |l slide down the chimney
of each little heart.

My sack will hold toys to grant all
their wishes ~ T he SUPPlﬂ will be

endless like the loaves and the

fishes.

| will fill all the stocl(ings and not
leave a track ~ |l eat every cookie

that's left for my snack.

| can do all these things | ord, only
through You ~ ]Just need Your
blessing, then it's easy to do.

All this is to honor the birth of the
One ~ That was sent to redeem us,

Your most Holg Son.

50 to all of my Frienc{s, lest Your
g]ory ] rob ~ Flease Lorc{, remind
them, who gave me thisjob.“ T
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