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From: God Fg?(ll“

To: You

Subject: RU here?

Let's Connect Through

/A Yearon Fragcr: Connccting to (God in T raditional and Uniquc \Nags \
Kecent documents from the (/l 5 Bishops cha”enge all members of the Church to embrace the

Practice of ]iFe[ong Iearning of the faith. At every age, there is sometl’xing to be learned and expcrier\cecl

on an incliviclua[’sjourneg of faith. (Generations of [Taith offers a unique expcrience for all members of

our faith community to learn and grow togetl’xer in rclationship with Jesus and His Church. |n this sixth
season of (Generations of [Faith our communit3 will devote time to a stuclg of prayer. Jtis ourgoal that

all Participants will connect with (God in new ways as theg become more aware of prayer as an

\exprcssion of an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ.
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ASTUDY of our
Communitg Frayer

The Mass:
The I_iturgy of the Word

[Forsessions 4 & 5 in our
Gencrations of Faith Year on
Fragcr we will cover the mass,
]caming about its two major

components, the Liturgg of the

Word and the Liturgg of the
E,ucl'\arist.

The word Liturgg means “work of
the People.” When we gathcrf:or
Liturgﬂ all present have the
important work of being activelg
present and cngagec’ in the mass.
Our hope is that the community will
grow in know[cc{ge and
unclerstanc]ing about this most
signhcicant and important (Catholic
sPiritual experience of community
Praﬂcranc] worship in order to
better take up the “work® of the
assemblg in Fu”y participating in the

mass.

The Liturgg of the Word comPriscs
the first half of our mass begir\ning
with the [ ntrance Frocession and
Song and cnding with the Frager of
the Faithgul. The focal Point of this
cxpcricncc is ScriPturc, from where

we are nourished upon the Iiving
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Word of God. ]’:or those who
cannot receive Jcsus in E_ucl']arist,
this part of the mass holds great
signhcicancc because it becomes the
Primarg source of interface with our

living Geod, who sPcaks to ecach of us
Pcrsona”g through [is Word.

Fsalm 119:105

GofFEVENT

The Blcssing of Bibles
Februarg 6and 7
All masses

At all masses on the weekend of
Februarg 6/7 all Parish houscholds
are invited to bring thcir)camilg Bible
to be blessed. At this mass we will
reflect on the importance of
Scripture as a Primarg source of

God’s message and [His method of
communicating with us. T he
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Cateclﬂism of the Catlﬁolic CI’TUFC]’?
states, “Sacred ScriPturc is the
sPccc]’? of God asitis Put down in
writing under the breath of the Holg
SPirit.” #81 |n addition to the oral
tradition of the Church, “the
Gospe| was handed down in writing
bg those aPos’c]cs and other men
associated with the aPos’c]cs who,
under the inspiration of the same
Holg 5Pirit, committed the message
of salvation to writing” #7 6

Ever3 (atholic home should have a
Bible and all Catholics are
encouragec] to take time to read and
Ponc{er God's timeless message of

[ove,justice, and mercy.

Copics of the New American Bibfc
will be available for sale at the cost
of $5 in the narthex Prior to the
event masses for those who do not
own a Dible and would like to have a
copy blessed. T
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NEW Diocese Websitc

Chﬁst Mass

From the new communication
website offered }33 the Diocese:
www.christ—mass.org, under the
l"neading of FAQ(Frequent]y
Asked Qpes’cions):

Whg s“'loulcl ] attend Mass every

week?

At the Last Supper, Jesus gave us
the ghct of the t#]o[(j Eucharist as
our c{aily Breacl of Lhce. r‘le
reminded his discip]es of the
imPortance of cating this Bread
when he said: “(/Iraless you eat the
flesh of the Son of Man and drink
his blood you shall not have life
within you." Wlﬁen we come to
Sundag Mass we are nourished }33
the Worc{ of God and the Erca& of
| ife. [f we are not nourished in this
way we "starve |n a similar way, we
need to come together as a
community to support and to sustain
one another in thisjoumeg of faith
and to Pub]ic]y give thanks to the

| ord forall the b]cssings we have

received.
Do Catholics read the biblc?

Catholics are encouragec] to read
and meditate on Sacred 5cripture
foritis the Word of God. The first
part of each Mass is called the
”Liturgy of the Word® in which parts
of the Bible are read. The homi!g,
given by the bishop, Pricst or
deacon is the “brcakir\g of the
Word for the spiritual nourishment
of the PeoPlc As Catholics we
believe that God's Word is a Iiving
word in which (God still sPcai(s to all
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Pcoplc and calls them to rcsPond.

T
RESOURCE.Sfor Kcacling

and ]nterprctingscripturc corrcc’c]y

Wor&” ina contcmporarg aPProac}‘:
that also respects its Catholic
tradition. T

New American Biblc (NAB)
This is the Catholic Bible from
which the Sunc{aﬂ rcac{ings are
taken. Jt Provic{es footnotes, which

explain with great claritg more

difficult verses of the Bible.

NAB Concise Concordance,
Ox{:ord University Press: T hisis a
useful word index to all 73 books of
the NAB Arrangec{ in aIP]ﬁa~
orc{er, it shows the book, chaPter,
and verse location of the most
Promincnt words in the NAB and
suPPlics several words of the

context in which each word is found.

New Wor{cl Dictionarg/
Concorclancc to the NAB,
Catholic World Frcss: A
comprel—aensive Bible c{ictionarg and
concordance c]esignec{ to guic{e and
instruct within the context of modern
biblical scl—lolarsl’»ip, aided 53
arc}weology, in the |ig}1t of the
pronouncements by Vatican
Council]] on scriptural studies.
Contains in clept]’x treatment of
biblical topics, and Provicles

reference material for a thorougf—:

studﬂ of the Bible.

New Jerome Biblical Commentarg,
Frentice Ha”: This commentary
intchrcts the Bible t]ﬁroug]ﬁ modern
scientific criticism with resPcct, rigor,
and c]arit& This compact
commcntarg concentrates on the
cultural, historical, ]iterarg, and
rcligious issues of the Scripturcs
and summarizes varied exPlanations
of the Bible in use in the community
of Roman Catho!ic scholars. It
ultimate!g enables one to

understand the “sP!endor of Goc{’s
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What the Church has to say about
SACRED SCRIFTURE

The Catechism of the Catholic
Church tells us that “in Sacred
Scripture, the Church constant]3
finds her nourishment and her
strcngth, for she welcomes it not as a
human word, ‘but as what it rea”g is,
the word of (God.? (God is the
author of Sacred Scripture, the
inspirec] books, which teach the
truth. The Church accepts and
venerates as insPired the 46 books
of the O[d Testament and the 27
books of the New. The four
GosPe[s of Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John occupy a central Place
because Christ Jesus is their
center.” Catechism of the Catholic
Church # 104-105, 107, 138,

“|n the sacred books the Father who

is in heaven meets his children with
great love and spcaks with them: and
the force of the Word of Gocl is sO
great that it remains the support and
energy of the Cl‘rurc}‘r, the strcngtl‘r
of faith for her children, the food of
the sou[, the pure and Pcrcnnial
source of spiritua| life? DeiVerbum
(Constitution on Divine Revelation
of Vatican ||-#21) t
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) And the Liturgy of the Word

)
Jesus present in Community
Matthew 18:20 (

Prayers of the faithful
1 Timothy 2:1-2

N Word of God

1 Thessalonians 2:13

Gloria
Luke 2:14
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