Pastor:
Rev. Vernon P. Decoteau

Deacon:

St. Francis
Deacon Bill Brawner

24 Jabish Street %QlChQI’tGWII, CM%

Rectory:
10 Park Street

Mailing Address:
PO.Box 612
Belchertown, MA 01007-0612

Telephone & FAX:
(413) 323-6272

Web site:
www.stfrancisbtown.org

E-mail:
stfrancischurch@verizon.net

SCHEDULE OF MASSES

Monday-Thursday: 8:00 a.m.
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

HOLY DAY MASSES
Consult the weekly Mass schedule.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 3:00 p.m.-3:45 p.m.
or by appointment

BAPTISM

The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the first
and third Sunday of each month at 12:00 Noon.

Preparation Class for Parents and Godparents is held
on a monthly basis and class size is limited. You must

register with the Rectory office and you are encouraged Janlanyiist
to attend the class prior to the birth of your baby. Mary, Mother of God

A Holy Day of Obligation

UPCOMING EVENTS

December 26th
Happy Birthday, Fr. Vern!

PARISH MEMBERSHIP

We welcome new members and ask that you make
an appointment to meet with the Pastor by calling
the Rectory.

VIGIL Thursday, December 31st: 4:00 PM
Friday, January 1st: 10:00 AM




ST. FRANCIS PARISH

BELCHERTOWN

SATURDAY, December 26, 2009 VIGIL: Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph
UDad Bushey & Fr. Vern, Happy Birthday req by
the Bushey Family
UAnna, Albert & Gerard Langevin req by Agnes
Rhodes
SUNDAY, December 27, 2009 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph
8:00 AM UJackie Benham req by her sister
10:30 AM UThe Families of the Parish
MONDAY, December 28, 2009
8:00 AM UFathers of the Parish
TUESDAY, December 29, 2009
8:00 AM URaymond Sabourin req by Len & Kathy
Abraham
WEDNESDAY, December 30, 2009
8:00 AM UDeceased Fathers of the Parish
THURSDAY, December 31, 2009 VIGIL: The Blessed Virgin
Mary, Mother of God
8:00 AM UThe Children of the Parish
4:00 PM UThe Mothers in the Parish
FRIDAY, January 1, 2010 The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of
God
10:00 AM UDeceased Mothers of the Parish
SATURDAY, January 2, 2010 VIGIL: Epiphany of the Lord
8:00 AM UAII Souls in Purgatory req by Mary Yando
4:00 PM UElizabeth Campion req by Judy Trickey
UKenneth Slate req by Gloria Slate
SUNDAY, January 3, 2010 The Epiphany of the Lord
8:00 AM  [JEdward Lofland 3™ ann req by the family
10:30 AM UMembers of Our Lady of the Angels SFO

4:00 PM

)

“

Jesus said to them, ""Why were you looking for me? Did you not
know that I must be in my Father's house?' But they did not
understand what he said to them

. - Lk 2:49-50

Religious Vocation Corner — Jesus grew in wisdom, age and
grace in the midst of His family. How is your family growing in
the midst of these challenging times? Seek out God’s grace. (Luke
f2:41-52) If you think God is calling you, call Fr. Gary Dailey at
413-452-0816 or E-Mail: g.dailey @diospringfield.org. Please take
home our Vocation Cross, God will bless you.

Please pray for families, that they may be strengthened in their
fidelity to God and one another and be filled with love that binds
them together.

The Pastor’s Thoughts...

-Now that the “commercial” part of Christmas has passed, we can
now enjoy this beautiful season of Christmas, which is the true “12
Days of Christmas;” December 25 — January 6. These beautiful
days allow us to continue our visits and gatherings and afford us
the time to reflect upon the greatness of God’s love expressed in
the gift of Jesus, our Savior.

-On behalf of the entire parish I thank the many who so
generously contributed to the beauty of our celebrations and
church: our choir and musicians, lectors and special ministers of
the Eucharist, our altar servers and ushers, as well as to our
wonderful staff and volunteers who decorated the church and
grounds and keep it clean and tidy. The gift of their individual
talent and time is so appreciated and makes our parish the
wonderful experience of faith that it is!

-As pastor, I likewise, am so grateful to all of you for your
presence here at Mass and for your continued support. Without
you and your support we would not be able to exist. Thank you so
much for your Christmas offerings to the parish for its support and
to the many who personally sent me cards, baked goods and gifts.
I am truly blessed by your words of support and appreciation, as
well as your kindness to me personally. As I have often told
Bishop McDonnell: “It doesn’t get much better than this!”

-Next Sunday afternoon at 2 PM we will have a celebration of
“Lessons and Carols” as part of our Generations of Faith teaching
on prayer. This will be a truly beautiful service and I hope many
will take this opportunity to come to reflect on the true meaning of
Christmas and enjoy the fellowship of one another. A reception
will follow in the gathering space.

-Regarding the building of our new rectory, we finally received
clearance from our Town’s Environmental Commission to proceed
with the plans submitted by our land engineer. We are in the
process of soliciting bids regarding this portion of the building and
hope to get the clearance to proceed from our Diocesan Building
Commission for a March starting date.

-Have you noticed the beautiful statue of Our Blessed Mother in
the gathering space? This was a gift from the pastor and people of
St. Mary’s Parish in Chicopee which has been closed. We are
deeply honored to keep this treasure of their community here, at St.
Francis. The statue is made of Italian porcelain.

-This Friday, the octave of Christmas, is the celebration of the
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, New Year’s Day and a Holy
Day. Please note that there will be a 4 PM Mass on New Year’s
Eve and another Mass at 10 AM on January 1*.

May you know the blessings of the Holy Family this weekend
and peace, good health and joy of heart in the New Year.
God Bless,

Fr. Vern

=,
a@@m Christmas

&»é@ Blessings




THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

In Gratitude to God for His many gifts,
the members of this parish have returned
the following resources in support of the parish
and its ministries...

The Sunday Collection for Dec. 26-27 was unavailable at press.

Weekly Sunday AVerage ..........cceceeveenueeneeniennienienieneenne 6,122.76
Weekly Sunday Goal.........cccovieviiniinienienieceiceieeee 6,500.00
Mortgage & Expansion Collection for December 6-27.... 5,363.50
Monthly Mortgage & Expansion Goal .........ccccceevenunnnne. 6,000.00

Monthly Mortgage & Expansion December Shortfall.......... 636.50

Mortgage & Expansion Collection
The Monthly Collection for the Mortgage & Expansion
Fund will be a second collection at all masses next
weekend January 2™ & 3". The loan payment is a monthly
obligation which our parish must fulfill just as any family does.
Our goal is $6,000.00 per month and all contributions above the
goal will be retained for mortgage and expansion needs.

Eucharistic Adoration and Visitation - The Adoration Info Line
number is 323-6272 Extension 6. Please, always call just before
coming in for your hour to see if Adoration has been closed due to
extreme cold or bad weather. The Adoration Chapel (entrance
around the rear of the church) is open to all parishioners for a visit
before the Blessed Sacrament. Hours of Adoration are 8:00 AM —
10:00 PM Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. If you would like to
be a part of our Adoration program, either as an assigned adorer or
substitute, please call Pam at 323-7416. The following hours are
in need of an Adorer: Monday 4:00-5:00 PM, Tuesday Noon-
1:00 PM and 4:00-5:00 PM, Wednesday 9:00-10:00 AM and

Noon-1:00 PM.
Witurnical Roles

Weekend of January 2-3, 2010

P ectors
4:00 PM McKeon
8:00 AM Crosby
10:30 AM  Hume
Ainisters of the Tucharist
4:00 PM Racine, R. & L. Zlotnik, Abraham, Pat A., Carney,
Couture
McGinnis, Miffitt, Tovet, Barrett, Crosby, Fontaine,
Kielbasa
Lamoureux, G. & L. Racicot, Adams, Belanger,
Desilet, Fedora

Altar Servers

4:00 PM, 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM — No schedule is available.

8:00 AM

10:30 AM

The Saint Francis of Assisi Food Pantry is need of powdered
drinks, juices and ice tea. We gratefully accept and appreciate all
donations.

Brick Corner — We would like to thank the
following parishioners who have “purchased
a brick” for our new church, either in their
name or in the name of a loved one: There
were no bricks purchased in this time period.
Thank you for your support and please
remind your friends that they, also, can “buy a
brick”. They are only $10.00 each.

Holiday Baskets — Once again, we would like to thank all of you
who made food and monetary donations for our Christmas Food
Baskets. The families were so pleased with their baskets! We
continue to outdo ourselves year after year in helping create a
blessed Christmas for the needy in our community. Without
YOUR help, all this would not be possible. Thank you all so much
and may God bless you and your families for a wonderful holiday
season!

Lessons and Carols — Our Third Generation of Faith event will
take place next Sunday afternoon (January 3') at 2 PM in the
church. All are welcome on the Feast of the Epiphany to celebrate
the end of the Christmas Season with prayer, Scripture reading and
songs. Our 9" grade students will host the event. Refreshments
will be offered.

Pro-Life Corner — A vision for the future: “By seeking holiness
and using the gifts God has given us to accomplish His will in our
lives, we are contributing mightily to that kingdom we all long for,

where there will be no more crying, pain or death. Certainly, no
abortion. No euthanasia. No assisted suicide. No deep-freezing
of embryos as though they were merchandise. And no destruction
of human life in the name of science.” Cardinal Justin Rigali, 1/21/08

Please pray that families may, by word and example, teach their
children that each and every human life deserves respect.

Save the date: January 16, 2010, the St. Francis Knights of
Columbus will sponsor a Porchetta Dinner, prepared by Chef
Franco Dell’Olio, in the Pine Room of the St. Francis Parish Social
Center. Full details will be published in upcoming parish bulletins.

The Saint Francis Food Pantry — is looking for a driver! The
food pantry is looking for someone who could go to pick up food
from the Food Bank in Hatfield once a month. Pick up times are
during the day and involves some heavy lifting. If interested in
this very important volunteer opportunity, please contact the
Food Pantry line at 323-6272 ext 8. Thank you.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter — God gave us the greatest gift
of love when He sent His Son to redeem us. He asks us to love
one another as He loves us. Take the time to grow deeper in love
with God, your spouse and your family at a Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend. The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekends in New England are January 8-10, January 29-31, and
February 12-14. for more information call Ralph & Jane Becker at
1-800-710-WWME or visit our web page at www.wwmeMA.org

Volunteers are needed to help film the Weekly Mass. If you are
willing to record, please contact Louise Christ, 323-8892..



DECEMBER 27, 2009

Michael Sweeney Prayer Line
From December 14" through December 17" the following
intentions were added to our already long list of requests for
prayers. Won’t you please join us in praying for them all.
For Donna to find a good job soon
A special intention for healing for Shirley W. who is hospitalized
For a woman who is in a bad situation, that it will turn out well
Prayers are requested for safety for all those traveling over the
holidays
Thanksgiving for prayers answered for baby Jude and prayers are
requested for complete healing
For successful surgery for Brian K. 12/22
Prayers are requested for Paul Kirchner who has multiple medical
problems, for complete healing
A renewed intention for Fred and Alice
For healing, strength and peace for Ray L. and strength and comfort
for his family
For healing and peace in the Carragher family, especially during the
holidays
For strength, comfort and healing for Joan who is battling cancer
and mourning the death of her daughter.
Thanksgiving for the lives of Gonzalo Santos and Lisa’s grandma.
Please pray for the repose of their souls and for their families and
friends in their bereavement.
Thanksgiving for all God’s Graces and His answers to the requests
of the prayer line. If you would like to have the prayer line
members pray for you or a loved one, please call Chris McGinnis,
323-6622, Louise Groux, 323-4046 or Marion Masse, 323-7169 or
email cmcginnis6622 @verizon.net.

Flowers — We wish to thank all of you for your holiday flower
donations in memory of your loved ones. Your kind generosity has
made it possible to decorate our church during this very special
time of year. Thank you!

In Memory of: Donated By:
Michael Gallagher Rita Gallagher
Reverend & Mrs. Quinn Josephine Cassidy-Quinn
Chester Przybylowicz Mrs. Theresa Glanville
Deceased Members of the Joyal &

Swanson Families M/M Samuel Joyal
Edna & Ellsworth Forgue M/M Michael Forgue, Sr.
Charles Rivest Rita Rivest
Pula, Pietryka & WallaceFamilies M/M Stanley Pietryka
Deceased Loved Ones M/M Albert J. Brighenti
Edmund F. Wallace Mrs. Leonie Wallace
Eddy & Emily Lepine, Henry & Irene

Boisvere M/M Thomas Boisvere
Campeau & Desforges Families ~ M/M Henry Campeau
Pauline & Joseph Ferenz Catherine Ferenz
Thomas Buczko Beth Buczko
Deceased Members of the Akins &

Fogarty Families M/M Ronald Akins
Evelyn LaPalme Rita LaPalme

Husband Philip C. Methe & children,
Richard, Lori, Philip A.. Irene Methe

Lofland & Mabb Families Martha Lofland
Philippa Gablik Peter Thorpe
Peter Adzima Gloria Adzima
Larry Mazza M/M John Mazza

Continued next week
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) BEERS & STORY
FUNERAL HOMES

bl 4\
‘ HUD(?O Preplanning

19 N. Main St.
Belchertown, Mass. )

‘ Insurance Agency, Inc. Burial - Cremation
Wendy L. Story - Director/Celebrant
323-9611 / 800-894-9591 413-323-6961
www.bellandhudson.com www.beersandstory.com

PROVIDENCE |Five Star i3

m Quality
P L n 9 e Beauty ¢ Tranquility

Unique Retirement Living 181 Ware St Route 32

534-9700 Palmer, MA 01069
providenceplace.org | Garden Center: 413-283-4900
Daily Mass www.fivestargardens.com
/at/minq Am’/cﬂiﬂg Jome? | Charlotte Jeramy
p o “ Donahue Donahue
GIRARD HOMES INC. | gumer Designer
A CUSTOM BUILDER -
John Girar 3 ‘
Reputable Builder with B O L_TAHUE <
22 years experience in the i 5‘_'\55} FIE'WER b
construction building trade. B BAWe DE WB00% Satisfaction

Rgliability/ Honesty / Qqal?ty 413*323*5503

Satisfied Customers are top priority for

Girard Homes Inc.
Complex and simple designs welcome. Weddlng - Party
Homes & Land Available. Funeral ~ Much More

Contact John at 413-427-7235 3 Stadler Street ® Belchertown, MA

#1 BRAND AND MOST TRUSTED
NAME IN HOME REMODELING
Free Estimates
r OWENS CORNING

f— RESIDENTIAL
g * PRODUCTS

Specializing in:
» Basement Remodeling
» Replacement Windows

Call Susie 1-800-993-1157

www.800Basement.com
ALL PARISHIONERS

RECEIVE A 10% DISCOUNT

(CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER)

Nov 4, 2009 3:02 PM ST1. FRrANCIS, BELCHERTOWN 03-0096 W



Protecting your family & business since 1952

MouULTON

Insurance Agency Inc
AUTO - HOME - BUSINESS

BELCHERTOWN
141 North Main Street
413-323-7229

AND OFFICES IN:
WARE & PALMER

www.moultoninsurance.com

MONDAY-FRIDAY
7am - 4pm

S

NGATE

Mass. State Inspection Center
Get your emission
] SATURDAY
7 am to 12 noon

inspection sticker here
' Repair Service Foreign & Domestic

Tires * Tune-Ups « Brakes * Exhaust » Belts
| Hoses ¢ Service * Air C i
| + Oil Changes * Minor/Major Overhauls
« Batteries « Computer Diagnostics

QUABBIN

SERVICE CENTER
“Your Full Service Auto Center”

323-7676
18 Sargent St. « Belchertown, MA 01007

HEALTHCARE

Amy Sullivan,
Director of Admissions
tel 413.532.2200
fax 413.534.1754
573 Granby Road

South Hadley, MA 01075

Tilton
@Automotive

G ENERAL
REPAIRS

3 Amherst Road
Belchertown

323-5051

733 Chapin Street « Suite

1522

DMD MDS
ORTHODONTIST

Braces for all Ages

P Francis J. Feeney
[ V]

413-547-0300

300 « Ludiow, MA 01056

McCarthy’s

o

FOOD « FUN « BEVERAGES

SO s

Pub

Where good friends...
good times and
hearty laughter are
always welcome!!!

ALL MASS LOTTERY
Belchertown, MA

111 Daniel Shays Hwy
Belchertown, MA

-

SUMMER HILL
WTATES

55+ Adult Community

Maintenance free condo living.
Open Sundays 11:00-1:00 pm
Starting at $259,900

Ex]
BANKER O

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Matt Jackson 687.8371
Brenda Bellefleur 687.3357
www.SummerHill55.com
www.NewEnglandMoves.com

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Owned & Operated by NRT. EOE. EHO.

and Before and After Schog,

E-mail: LittleFriends39@aol.com

Caring for children
1-year to 9 years old

(413) 323-8447

58 Daniel Shays Highway
P.O. Box 1175
Belchertown, MA 01007
www.littlefriends39.com

Betsy Sawyer, Director/Owner

413-323-6420
Little Friends Child Care Center
4\ Day Programs, Morning Prescho,, 6o‘{DEN & ;RRON, W,

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
SALES AND SERVICE
Residential & Commercial
Since 1956
41 South Whitney Street
Ambherst, MA 01002
Toro * Wheel Horse ¢ Scag ¢ Jonsered

413-253-7358

Toll Free 877-239-4258
www.boydenandperron.com

k , A “.
atholicMatch.com/MA
STATION

C

SA1L.ON

413-323-5151
5 Jabish St., Belchertown
www.station5salon.com

A Full Service Salon

EXPLORE A BEAUTIFUL STORE...

Chap de. Jaunes

 ROOREPERTS 5y
7

www.chapdelainesfurniture.com
FURNITURE CFLOORING
WINDOW TREATMENTS
INTERIOR DECORATING
Mon-Thurs 9-8 « Fri & Sat 9-5 » Sunday 12-5
136 College Street
Rt. 116 South Hadley, MA 01075
(413) 536-8560

HOME HEATING INSTALLATIONS
Palmer, MA
1-413-427-1725
“Our Phone # Is Now Correct”
Qil, Gas,
AC Installation,
Cleanings &
Service
Oil Tank Removal
& Installation
Reasonably Priced
40 Years Experience
MA License Insured

=

Pelham
Auto Service

Div. of Pelham Industrial Group Ltd.

1315 Federal St.
Belchertown, MA 01007

413-253-9302

Foreign Car Repairs Since 1972

ORCHARD HILL
EQUIPMENT
& TRAILER SALES

413-253-5456

Your
Dreams

Rt 9, Belchertown, MA
www.orchardhillsales.com

%2 o

P Being a Parishioner of
St. Francis Church is a
MOVING EXPERIENCE
Choose a Realtor with
EXPERIENCE IN
MOVING...
CALL PARISHIONER

%

a

PATRICK HEGARTY
413-687-7870

Someone you already know as a long time
Parishioner and experienced Realtor.

Jones Bay Path Realty

BUDGET PLANS =

KOKOSAYRUELS)

Home Heating Oil * On-Site Fleet Refueling * Construction Site Deliveries
P.O. Box 628 = Belchertown, MA 01007

413 734-9900

DIESEL FUEL
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

FUEL ASSISTANCE

Law Offices of
Richard H. Maynard & Associates

Richard H. Maynard
Attorney At Law

413-323-8800
maynardlaw@verizon.net

35 Bridge Street ¢ PO Box 162
Belchertown, MA 01007

For Ap InFo. CaLL 1-800-888-4574
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