


ST. FRANCIS PARISH BELCHERTOWN 
 

 
SATURDAY, December 12, 2009 VIGIL:  Third Sunday of Advent 
 4:00 PM USophie Supczak req by Tony & Diane Ricchiazzi 
  ULottie Matyszczyk req by Irene Sekula 
SUNDAY, December 13, 2009 Third Sunday of Advent 
 8:00 AM UEdmund Wallace, Birthday Remembrance req by  
  Lee Wallace 
 10:30 AM UWalter DePretto, Jr req by Charlene & Mike 
MONDAY, December 14, 2009 
 8:00 AM UMichael Pysz 
TUESDAY, December 15, 2009 
 8:00 AM UJohn Pysz 
WEDNESDAY, December 16, 2009 
 8:00 AM UMitchell & Sally Gonet, Stanley & Mary  
  Czaporowski 
THURSDAY, December 17, 2009 
 8:00 AM UBlanche & Alfred Carrier req by their granddaughter 
FRIDAY, December 18, 2009 
 8:00 AM UMorning Prayer 
SATURDAY, December 19, 2009 VIGIL:  Fourth Sunday of  
  Advent 
 4:00 PM UChristopher & Anastasia Hannah req by family 
  UWilliam Borchers 2nd ann req by his wife &  
  children 
SUNDAY, December 20, 2009 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 8:00 AM UJenny Wykowski req by Pat & Stanely  
  Antonovitch 
 10:30 AM UBorowski &. Drewniak deceased family  
  members req by Dan & Linda Drewniak 
  UDeceased Hospice friends req by Chris Hurst 
 

 
 
John answered them all, saying, "I am baptizing you with water, 
but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the 
thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 

and fire."  
Lk 3:16 

 
Scripture Readings for December 12-13, 2009 

Mk 5:1-4/Heb10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45(12) 
 
Religious Vocation Corner – “What ought we to do?”  Let joy 
and gladness show forth in you.  You are called to be the presence 
of Jesus.  (Luke 3:10-18).  If you think God is calling your, call Fr. 
Gary Dailey at 413-452-0816 or E-Mail: g.dailey@diospringfield.org. 
Please take home our Vocation Cross, God will bless you. 
 
Let us pray for those discerning a vocation to priesthood or the 
consecrated life, that they may be inspired by the joyful witness of 
those who are already dedicating their lives to God. 

The Pastor’s Thoughts… 

-After many, many years of faithful service to our parish, Jerry 
Desilets has informed me of his desire to retire as head of 
maintenance here, at St. Francis, at the end of this month.  This is a 
big loss for all of us.  Jerry has always been dedicated to his work, 
always helpful and conscientious as to what needed to be done to 
keep our property neat, clean and in good shape.  He has always 
been the first to arrive during a winter storm to make sure the 
walks were cleared and sand applied to the icy walkways.  No 
matter what the request, Jerry always responded with great 
willingness and a very kind heart.  All of the staff here will miss 
his daily presence.  But we know it is time for him to rest and 
enjoy the warmth and comfort of his home.  Thank you, Jerry, for 
all you have done.  You have been a great blessing for all of us. 
 
-With Jerry’s retirement, his position is open.  The work is part 
time, usually 7:30 AM to 12:00 PM, Monday through Friday and 
when needed, such as snow storms on weekends.  The ideal 
candidate would be someone who is recently retired and familiar 
with the work of maintaining grounds and buildings.  If you have 
an interest, please let me know as soon as possible. 
 
-This week you should be receiving my Christmas letter and the 
schedule of Masses and activities that will be taking place this 
Holiday Season.  Please note:  next Sunday is our Advent Penance 
Service for the entire parish.  Several priests will be here to help 
you prepare to receive the Lord with peace and joy of heart.  Note, 
too, that our annual cookie swap will be next Saturday, at noon 
sharp, in the Pine Room. 
 
-A word of thanks to those who have responded to our Finance 
Commission’s request for help with our energy costs.  Your 
generosity and help is most appreciated as we strive to continue to 
balance our operations budget and keep the parish in the black. 
 
-Bishop McDonnell has sent a letter highlighting the importance of 
cooperating with the upcoming 2010 Census.  It is very important 
that we all be counted.  In February and March questionnaires will 
be mailed or delivered to our households.  We are asked to 
complete and return them during the month of April.  This Census 
data directly affects how more than $400 billion per year in federal 
funding is distributed to state and local governments and much 
more.  Please visit http:www.census.gov for more information. 
 
-Thank you for the many positive comments that have been 
received regarding our Nativity display in front of the rectory and 
the big star.  It is good to keep before us “the true reason for the 
season!”  I strongly encourage our families with young children to 
have a nativity scene at home and, when putting it in place, involve 
the children to teach them the true meaning of Christmas:  “God so 
loved the world that He gave us the gift of His only begotten Son” 
– Jesus is the reason for the season.  One of my most treasured 
memories was when my brother and I were sitting in a rocker with 
my Mom in front of the Crèche as she sang carols to us!  
May this third week of Advent be filled with peace and joy!   
God Bless,  

Fr. Vern 
 

 
 



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 
In Gratitude to God for His many gifts, 

the members of this parish have returned 
the following resources in support of the parish 

and its ministries… 
 

 
 
The Sunday Collection for December 5-6 was ............... $8,375.95 
Weekly Sunday Average .................................................. 6,455.72 
Weekly Sunday Goal ........................................................ 6,500.00 
Mortgage & Expansion Collection for December 6 ......... 4,489.50 
Monthly Mortgage & Expansion Goal .............................. 6,000.00 
Monthly Mortgage & Expansion December Shortfall ....... 1,510.50 
 
 
Eucharistic Adoration and Visitation – We would like to 
express our thanks to those of you who signed up for a Holy Hour 
following our recent appeal.  However, we are in great need of 
people to fill our daytime hours listed below.  We could also use 
more substitutes for the daytime.  If you are free during these 
hours, please consider coming to visit with Jesus.  We need you to 
continue this great gift.  As always, please call the info line, 323-
6272 ext 6, before coming for your hour to be sure the chapel is 
open.  Our current hours of adoration are 8:00 AM to 10:00 PM 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  If you would like to be a part 
of our Adoration Program, please call Pam at 323-7416.  The 
following hours are in need of an Adorer:  Monday 4:00-5:00 
PM, Tuesday Noon-1:00 PM and 4:00-5:00 PM, Wednesday 
9:00-10:00 AM and Noon-1:00 PM. 
 
 

 
Weekend of December 19-20, 2009 

 

 
 4:00 PM McKeon 
 8:00 AM Viglione & Rumanowski 
 10:30 AM W. Schmidt 

 
 4:00 PM R. & L. Zlotnik, Yvon, Abraham, Pat A., Carney,  
  Couture 
 8:00 AM Miffitt, Tovet, Barrett, Crosby, Fontaine, Kielbasa,  
  Lund 
 10:30 AM Lamoureux, G. & L. Racicot, Adams, Belanger,  
  Fedora, Groux 

 
 4:00 PM T. & R. Lewis, R. & J. Mazza 
 8:00 AM B. Dubois & F. Muraczewski 
 10:30 AM T. & J. Bechta, M. Beaudet 
 
Pro-Life Corner – Speaking of her Down Syndrome baby as a 
“Gift from God,” Congresswoman Cathy M. Rodgers stated:  
“There are tremendous resources, support and early intervention 
available to families.  There are medical advances and break-
throughs in the realm of education and early learning.  I am 
extremely grateful to those who have walked this path before me.”  
NRL News, May, 2008 

 
Brick Corner – We would like to thank the 
following parishioners who have “purchased 
a brick” for our new church, either in their 
name or in the name of a loved one:  Theresa 
St. Mary – One Brick in Honor of Father 
Vernon Decoteau. 
Thank you for your support and please 

remind your friends that they, also, can “buy a brick”.  They 
are only $10.00 each. 

 
 
Generation of Faith Update – Folks of all ages gathered last 
weekend to learn more about our traditional Catholic prayers.  We 
learned that these prayers, which many of us learned by heart as 
children, gift our Church by providing us with a meaningful way to 
pray, especially when our own words fall short.  Our G of F event 
will take place on January 3rd at 2 PM in the church.  The Lessons 
and Carols event will include Scripture readings, music of the 
season and community prayer.  Mark your calendars to join us for 
this Christmas celebration.  The Generations of Faith newsletter is 
now posted on our web site at www.stfrancisbtown.org.  
 
Holiday Baskets Notice:  The Christmas Holiday Food Basket 
Pledge Board will be available for food donation sign ups this 
weekend.  All food must be brought to the Pine Room next 
Saturday (December 19th) between 3-6 PM.  Reminder sheets are 
under the Pledge Board for you to take and keep for your 
information.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 

Angel Tree Reminder:  Again, our thanks to everyone who 
brought in your Angel Tree gifts already.  We love those early 
arrivals.  For those of you still shopping, remember:  gifts must be 
in by 6 PM Wednesday December 16th.  You may leave them at 
any time during the week in front of the Angel Tree at St. Francis 
Church or in the Adoration Chapel.  Thank you all for your 
generosity!!  The response to our program has been wonderful and 
the families who will benefit have been truly blessed in having our 
parish members as their sponsors.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to call the Angel Tree Committee at the rectory and 
leave a message (323-6272, ext 7) 
 
Lottery Calendars to Support St. John the Baptist School – 
Here is an opportunity to support Catholic Schools and get a 
Christmas gift for yourself or for that hard-to-buy for person.  A 
lottery calendar is a calendar with a chance to win between $20.00 
and $1,000 every day of the year – a total of $15,390 to be won. 
Most days are $20.00 prizes; Sundays & Holidays $50; Holy Days 
and Catholic Schools Week $100; Thanksgiving & 4th of July 
$500;  “Grand Prize Winner Days”, New Years, Easter & Feast of 
John the Baptist (June 24) are $1,000. You can win more than once 
and your winnings are mailed directly to you.  The calendars sell 
for $20.00 ($18.00 for seniors) and will be sold after all masses – 
December 12th and 13th. Calendars may also be purchased by 
calling Dan or Linda at 583-6992 or Joanne at 427-0912. 
 
Take a break from the hustle and bustle of the holidays!!!  
Cathedral High School presents a Christmas Concert on Friday, 
Dec. 18, at 7 pm, in the auditorium. The tickets are $5.00 and all 
proceeds will support the music program. 
 

 



DECEMBER 13, 2009 
 

Michael Sweeney Prayer Line 
From December 1st through December 5th, 2009 the following 
intentions were added to our already long list of requests for 
prayers. Won’t you please join us in praying for them all. 
Healing for a man with severe depression. 
A good diagnosis and healing for Billy S. 
Healing asked for Grandma D.D. 
Healing after an auto accident for Sonia. 
For Jim M., complete healing after a severe hand injury. 
Successful treatment and healing for Sonja. 
Thanksgiving for Ray’s getting a new job. 
Prayers are asked for a man with some memory loss. 
For Jenny B. who is in intensive care. 
Thanksgiving for prayers answered for Mark and thanks to all who 
prayed for him. 
Prayers for healing for Lynn who has shingles. 
Successful test results for Tom J. 
For Shaun to find a good job. 
A good outcome for Celeste, and prayers are asked for her family 
and caregivers. 
Renewed intention for Jenny who is critically ill. 
Healing after a stroke for Denise Bergstrom. 
Renewed intention for Peggy who has early Alzheimer’s disease 
and for her family. 
Healing for Steven Drewiang after a serious operation 
Prayers for Hondo for healing. 
Good test results for Helen 12/4. 
For Fred, good test results and healing. 
Healing of cancer for Ann. 
Prayers asked for Barbara M. as her Alzheimer’s progresses. 
Prayers asked for a good recovery for Dan Kane. 
For Jack McInnis, a good recovery from open heart surgery. 
Successful  open heart surgery and complete healing for baby Jake 
12/11. 
Thanksgiving for the lives of Michael Maziarz, Lorraine Rivers, 
and Mike Mancort. Please pray for the repose of their souls and for 
their families and friends in their bereavement. 
Thanksgiving for all God’s Graces and His answers to the requests 
of the prayer line. If you would like to have the prayer line 
members pray for you or a loved one, please call Chris McGinnis, 
323-6622, Louise Groux, 323-4046 or Marion Masse, 323-7169 or 
email cmcginnis6622@verizon.net. 
 

Bus Trip to Washington, DC.  Catholics for Life at Most Holy 
Redeemer in Hadley is organizing a bus trip to the Annual March for 
Life in Washington..  Please join us Thursday, January 21st, at 10  PM.  
We will spend Friday, the 22nd, in Washington.  And arrive back in 
Hadley very late Friday night.  Cost is $40/person; scholarships 
provided to students.. Young people are a tremendous sign of hope for 
pro-life.  Please consider going or sponsoring young people.  For info 
call parish office at 584-1326 or Mary Michalak at 584-4889. 
 

St. Aloysius Advent Program – The music ministers at St. 
Aloysius invite you to a celebration of Advent through music!  The 
program will be held on December 13th at 5 PM At St. Aloysius 
Parish in Gilbertville, MA (Route 32).  Solos, combined voices and 
audience participation, will provide an opportunity to celebrate the 
season.  Everyone is welcome! 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Food Pantry is in need of canned soups.  As 
always, thank you for keeping the Pantry supplied 
 



Planning	on	building	a	home?
GIRARD	HOMES	INC.

CUSTOM	BUILDER
John	Girard

Reputable Builder with
22 years experience in the
construction building trade.

Reliability / Honesty / Quality
Satisfied Customers are top priority for

Girard Homes Inc.
Complex and simple designs welcome.

Homes & Land Available.

Contact John at 413-427-7235

Charlotte Jeramy
Donahue Donahue
Owner Designer

413 *323 *5503
Wedding	~	Party

Funeral	~	Much	More

3	Stadler	Street	¥	Belchertown,	MA

323-9611	/	800-894-9591
www.bellandhudson.com

19 N. Main St.
Belchertown, Mass.

1755

413-323-6961

Five	Star

Quality

Beauty	¥	Tranquility

181 Ware St Route 32

Palmer, MA 01069

Garden Center: 413-283-4900

www.fivestargardens.com

H H H H H Gardens

NOV 4,	2009			3:02	PM ST.	FRANCIS,	BELCHERTOWN03-0096	W

Unique Retirement Living
534-9700

providenceplace.org
Daily Mass

Specializing in:
· Basement Remodeling 
· Replacement Windows

Call Susie 1-800-993-1157

www.800Basement.com

OWENS CORNING 
RESIDENTIAL

PRODUCTS

ALL	PARISHIONERS	
RECEIVE	A	10%	DISCOUNT

(CANNOT	BE	COMBINED	WITH	ANY	OTHER	OFFER)

#1	BRAND	AND	MOST	TRUSTED	
NAME	IN	HOME	REMODELING

Free Estimates



PATRICK HEGARTY
413-687-7870

Someone you already know as a long time
Parishioner and experienced Realtor.

Jones Bay Path Realty 

QUABBINQUABBIN
SERSERVICE CENTERVICE CENTER
ÒYour Full Service Auto CenterÓ

323-7676323-7676
18 Sargent St. ¥ Belchertown, MA 01007

HOME	HEATING	INSTALLATIONS
Palmer, MA

1-413-427-1725
ÒOur Phone # Is Now CorrectÓ

Oil, Gas,
AC Installation,
Cleanings &
Service

Oil Tank Removal
& Installation

Reasonably Priced
40 Years Experience

MA License Insured

111 Daniel Shays Hwy
Belchertown, MA

55+ Adult Community

Maintenance free condo living.
Open Sundays 11:00-1:00 pm

Starting at $259,900

Matt Jackson 687.8371
Brenda Bellefleur 687.3357
www.SummerHill55.com
www.NewEnglandMoves.com

©2008	Coldwell	Banker	Real	Estate	LLC.	Owned	&	Operated	by	NRT.	EOE.	EHO.

Tilton
Automotive
GENERAL

REPAIRS

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
SALES AND SERVICE

Residential & Commercial
Since 1956

41 South Whitney Street
Amherst, MA 01002

Toro · Wheel Horse · Scag · Jonsered

413-253-7358
Toll Free 877-239-4258

www.boydenandperron.com

BOYDEN & PERRON, INC.

Pelham
Auto Service

Div. of Pelham Industrial Group Ltd.

1315 Federal St.
Belchertown, MA 01007

413-253-9302
Foreign Car Repairs Since 1972

ORCHARD HILL

EQUIPMENT

& TRAILER SALES

413-253-5456
Rt 9, Belchertown, MA

www.orchardhillsales.com

Amy	Sullivan,
Director	of	Admissions

tel413.532.2200
fax	413.534.1754
573	Granby	Road

South	Hadley,	MA	01075

FOR AD INFO.	CALL 1-800-888-4574			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	©	L ITURGICALPUBLICATIONS ST.	FRANCIS,	BELCHERTOWN03-0096		WNOV 4,	2009			3:02	PM

Call
(413)	323-7793

3	Amherst	Road
Belchertown
323-5051

15
22

Braces	for	all	Ages
733 Chapin Street · Suite 300 · Ludlow, MA 01056

413-547-0300

ORTHODONTIST

Francis	J.	Feeney
DMD		MDS

Where	good	friends...
good	times	and

hearty	laughter	are
always	welcome!!!

FOOD	¥	FUN	¥	BEVERAGES
ALL	MASS	LOTTERY

Belchertown,	MA
413-323-6420

McCarthyÕs
Pub

413-323-5151
5	Jabish	St.,	Belchertown

www.station5salon.com

A	 Fu l l 	 Se rv i ce 	 Sa lon

Protecting your family & business since 1952

MOULTON
Insurance Agency Inc
AUTO - HOME - BUSINESS

BELCHERTOWN
141 North Main Street

413-323-7229

AND OFFICES IN:

WARE & PALMER

www.moultoninsurance.com

Home Heating Oil ¥ On-Site Fleet Refueling ¥ Construction Si te Deliveries

P.O. Box 628 ¥ Belchertown, MA 01007

413 734-9900
DIESEL FUEL

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
BUDGET PLANS ¥ FUEL ASSISTANCE

Little	Friends	Child	Care	Center

Caring	for	children
1-year	to	9	years	old

(413)	323-8447

E-mail:	LittleFriends39@aol.com

58	Daniel	Shays	Highway
P.O.	Box	1175

Belchertown,	MA	01007
www.littlefriends39.com

Betsy	Sawyer,	Director/Owner

Full Day Progr ams, Morning Preschool
and Bef or e and Af t er School

Law Offices of
Richard H. Maynard & Associates

Richard H. Maynard
Attorney At Law

413-323-8800

maynardlaw@verizon.net

35 Bridge Street ¥ PO Box 162
Belchertown, MA 01007

www.chapdelainesfurniture.com

FURNITURE u FLOORING 
WINDOW TREATMENTS
INTERIOR DECORATING

Mon-Thurs 9-8 · Fri & Sat 9-5 · Sunday 12-5

136 College Street
Rt. 116 South Hadley, MA 01075

(413) 536-8560

EXPLORE A BEAUTIFUL STORE...

Being a Parishioner of
St. Francis Church is a

MOVING EXPERIENCE
Choose a Realtor with

EXPERIENCE IN
MOVING...

CALL PARISHIONER


