St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Belchertown, MA

Church:
24 Jabish Street

Rectory:
10 Park Street

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 612
Belchertown, MA 01007-0612

Telephone & FAX:
(413) 323-6272

Web site:
www.stfrancisbtown.org

E-maiil:
stfrancischurch@verizon.net

SCHEDULE OF MASSES

Monday-Thursday:
8:00 a.m.

Saturday:
4.00 p.m.

Sunday:
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

HOLY DAY MASSES

Consult the weekly Mass
schedule.

CONFESSIONS
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday:
3:00 p.m.-3:45 p.m.
or by appointment

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

Sacramental preparation is done as part of our
Generations of Faith religious education program.
First Communion requires participation in grades 1 & 2.
Confirmation requires participation in grades 9, 10, & 11.

BAPTISM

The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the first
and third Sunday of each month at 12:00 Noon.

Preparation Class for Parents and Godparents is held on a
monthly basis and class size is limited. You must register with
the Rectory office and you are encouraged to attend the
class prior to the birth of your baby.

MARRIAGE

Please make arrangements at least one year in advance
to allow for adequate preparation.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP

We welcome new members and ask that you make an
appointment to meet with the Pastor by calling the Rectory.

BULLETIN

Copy deadline is Monday at 10:00 a.m.
Copy must be submitted in writing.

STAFF
Rev. Vernon P. Decoteau ..........ccccvvvvviiviiiiiie e Pastor
Deacon Bill BrAWNET ..........ovviviiieeeeeee e Deacon
Mrs. Patricia AKINS........ccceviiiiiiiiee e Secretary
Mr. Stanley Wyman ........cccccoovvvvvee i Finance Manager
Mr. Alfred Desilets........ccooveeiiiiiiiieccciiee e Maintenance
Mrs. Judith Trickey .........cccceeevnnnenn. Coordinator of Religious Ed
Mrs. Joan QUINN ........coccoeveeieiiiieeens High School Coordinator
Mrs. Patricia Antonovitch................. Religious Ed Administrator
Mrs. Linda Racicot......... Coord. of First Penance/Communion
Dr. Paul Pierce .........ccccocvveeiiiieicecc Pastoral Council Chair
Mr. David Paul ...........ccecvvveeiiiiiene Finance Committee Chair

UPCOMING EVENTS
Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary
A Holy Day of Obligation
Tuesday, December 8th

Masses at 7:00 AM, 12:10 PM, and 6:30 PM




ST. FRANCIS PARISH

BELCHERTOWN

SATURDAY, December 5, 2009 VIGIL: Second Sunday of
Advent
Souls in Purgatory req by Mary Yando
Kenneth S. Slate req by Gloria Slate
Archambault & Buxton Families req by the
Wayne Buxton Family
SUNDAY, December 6, 2009 Second Sunday of Advent

8:00 AM TPhil & Raymond Labrecque req by the family

10:30 AM TPeople of the Parish

MONDAY, December 7, 2009

8:00 AM FFor our Seminarians and an increase in Vocations

in the Springfield Diocese req by Rita Gallagher

TUESDAY, December 8, 2009 Immaculate Conception

8:00 AM
4:00 PM

7:00 AM T Claire Denault req by the family
TrJackie Benham req by her sister
12:10 PM TrJackie Freeburn req by her sister & brother-in-law
David Trude, Jr. req by his grandparents
6:30 PM ¥Norman Jasmin 20" ann req by Brzycki family

WEDNESDAY, December 9, 2009
8:00 AM TrJodie Malinowski req by the Christ family
THURSDAY, December 10, 2009
8:00 AM TFMorning Prayer
FRIDAY, December 11, 2009
8:00 AM FMorning Prayer
SATURDAY, December 12, 2009 VIGIL: Third Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM Sophie Supczak req by Tony & Diane Ricchiazzi
i Lottie Matyszczyk req by Irene Sekula
SUNDAY, December 13, 2009 Third Sunday of Advent

8:00 AM FEdmund Wallace, Birthday Remembrance req by
Lee Wallace
10:30 AM TrFamilies of the Parish

John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins
Lk 3:3
Scripture Readings for December 12-13, 2009
Zep 3:14-18/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 (9)

Religious Vocation Corner — John the Baptist cried out and made
ready for the Lord. Who will promote the gospel in our
community? (Luke 3:1-6) If you think God is calling you, call Fr.
Gary Dailey at 413-452-0816 or E-Mail:
g.dailey@diospringfield.org. Please take home our Vocation
Cross, God will bless you.

Let us Pray for each other, that we may prepare our hearts to
receive Christ.

The Pastor’s Thoughts...

-The Nativity scene is lighted in front of the rectory on the Town
Common and the season has begun. It is truly a challenge to keep
the spirit of Advent (quiet expectation) in the midst of all the
activity and demands of preparation. Do, however, take those
precious few moments to use the Advent books that were given out
so as to keep the focus on the Lord’s coming. In using these
reflections you will find Christmas a much more meaningful faith
celebration of the Birth of Christ.

-Looking ahead, our parish celebration of reconciliation in
preparation for Christmas will be held on Sunday, December 20"
at 2PM. As in the past, several priests will be present to celebrate
with you the merciful love of our God.

-This Tuesday, December 8" is the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception, a feast day which obliges us to attend Mass. Please
note that Masses will be celebrated at 7AM -12:10PM and again at
6:30PM. This is a special feast for our country in that we are
under the patronage and protection of Our Lady of the Immaculate
Conception. The Basilica in Washington, D.C. bears this name.

-On Tuesday, December 15" the Office of Pastoral Ministry of the
Diocese is sponsoring an Advent Retreat at Jericho, located on Rt.
5 in Holyoke. | have been asked to be the presenter and the theme
is “The Message of Christmas Through Carols.” The day begins at
9:30AM and ends @ 3:30PM. The day includes lunch and Mass.
The cost is $15.00 and you may register by sending your name,
address and phone number, along with your check made out to
Office of Parish Ministries, PO Box 1730, Springfield, MA 01102-
1730.

-On Sunday, December 13" at 8 PM we are delighted to welcome
back, Jeff Holmes and his wonderful jazz orchestra for a concert
featuring the sounds and music of Christmas. | will be joining
them for a few songs, hoping to add to the fun of this wonderful
performance. Come, invite your family and friends, and enjoy the
sounds of the season.

-Fr. Lapoint, the Director of the Propagation of the Faith for our
Diocese has sent a note of thanks for your generous contribution
regarding 2009 World Mission Sunday. Our contributions
amounted to $1,459.45. He said: “l am most grateful to you for
encouraging the missionary spirit of prayer and sacrifice among
your parish family. Know that you and they remain in my prayers
—and in the prayers of the people of the Missions.”

-As parishes close around us and parishioners seek new spiritual

homes, may we seek to be a welcoming community to those who

may choose to join us here at St. Francis. This is a very difficult

time for many so | ask that you join me in keeping them in prayer.

May the Lord bless you this Advent with peace and joy of heart!
Fr. Vern
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 6, 2009

In Gratitude to God for His many gifts,
the members of this parish have returned
the following resources in support of the parish
and its ministries...

The Sunday Collection for November 28-29.................. $5,684.90
Weekly Sunday AVEIage .......cceevveveeieeiesiesiesee e e 6,368.44
Weekly Sunday Goal.........ccccovvevveiveiieece e 6,500.00
Mortgage & Expansion Collection for November 1- 29 .. 6,226.00
Monthly Mortgage & Expansion Goal ..............ccccceveenen. 6,000.00
Monthly Mortgage & Expansion November Overage.......... 226.00
Collection for the Retired Religious.........ccccccvevvviiieiieninns 1,656.00

Eucharistic Adoration and Visitation - The Adoration Info Line
number is 323-6272 Extension 6. Please, always call just before
coming in for your hour to see if Adoration has been closed due to
extreme cold or bad weather. The Adoration Chapel (entrance
around the rear of the church) is open to all parishioners for a visit
before the Blessed Sacrament. Hours of Adoration are 8:00 AM —
10:00 PM Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. If you would like to
be a part of our Adoration program, either as an assigned adorer or
substitute, please call Pam at 323-7416. The following hours are
in need of an Adorer: Monday 12 Noon — 1:00 PM, Tuesday
12 Noon - 1:00 PM, Wednesday 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM and
Wednesday 12 Noon — 1:00 PM.

Witurniral Roles

Weekend of December 12-13, 2009

P ectors
4:00 PM Carney
8:00 AM  Miffitt
10:30 AM  Abuselmi & Roux
Ministers of the Tucharist
- 4:00 PM J. & T. Rakouskas, Beaupre, Buczko, Lemire,
Racine, Symanczyk

8:00 AM Fontaine, Kielbasa, Lund, Moran, Ricardi, Dubois,
McGinnis
10:30 AM Letendre, Rose, Tyler, Dell’Olio, Desilets, Kielbasa,
Lattrell

Altar Servers

4:00 PM A. Beaupre, G. & B. Stone
8:00 AM S. & R. Forrest
10:30 AM C. & S. Grady, A. Young, H. Lussier

Pro-Life Corner — Writing in the Michigan Law Review about
Oregon’s assisted suicide law, two physicians stated that
reasonable sounding safeguards, which proponents said were there
to protect patients, do not appear to have achieved that purpose and
are easily circumvented. “As a result, Oregon physicians appear to
have been given great power without being in a position to
exercise it responsibly.” NRL News, June, 2008

St. Francis of Assisi Food Pantry is in need of condiments such
as mayonnaise, mustard, relish and ketchup. Once again, thank
you for responding to our needs.

Brick Corner — We would like to thank the
following parishioners who have “purchased
a brick” for our new church, either in their
name or in the name of a loved one: There
were no bricks purchased in this time period.
Thank you for your support and please
remind your friends that they, also, can “buy a
brick”. They are only $10.00 each.

Generations of Faith — This weekend all ages in our community
will gather for our third G of F preparation session at Chestnut Hill
School to learn more about our traditional Catholic Prayers. If you
would like to join us, session times are Saturday AM 9-11:30,
Saturday PM 6-8:30, Sunday AM 9:30-12, Sunday PM 5:30-8.
We are getting ready to celebrate the Christmas season with a
Lessons and Carols event on Epiphany Sunday. January 3 at 2
PM in the church. Mark your new 2010 calendars now!!

Holiday Baskets — The Christmas Food Basket Pledge Board will
be available in the entrance of the church for the next two weeks
for food donation sign ups. Please note that we will be providing
chickens instead of turkeys for the Christmas baskets this year.
Reminder sheets will be available for you to fill in the appropriate
information and keep for your own information. If you have any
questions or need additional information, please call Roseann at
323-6272, ext 8. Thank you for your continued support.

Pancake and Sausage Breakfast December 13™ — The St.
Francis Council of the Knights of Columbus will sponsor a
Pancake Breakfast in the Pine Room of the St. Francis Social
Center on Park Street from 8:30 to 11 AM. The menu is pancakes,
sausages, juice, coffee, tea or milk. Donations are: adults $5, children
5-12 $3 and children under 5 are free. Tickets will be available after
the weekend Masses December 5" and 6" or at the door.

Come Celebrate—St. Francis’ Children’s Christmas Pageant is
inviting young people K through 12 to be musicians, singers,
Nativity characters, helpers, etc. Rehearsals are Saturdays, at 9:00,
in the chapel. The Pageant will take place December 24™ at the
6:00 PM liturgy and be broadcast on Channel 5, December 25" at
4:30. For more info, call Louise Christ 323-8892.

Angel Tree — Our heartfelt thanks to everyone who has taken an
envelope. We’d like to remind you that the gifts need to be placed
by the Angel Tree in the Church or the Adoration Chapel by 6 PM
Wednesday, December 16. This enables us to have everything
sorted and ready to go to homes in time for Christmas. Again,
thank you so much and God Bless You! If you have any
questions, please feel free to call the Angel Tree Committee at
323-6272 ext 7 and leave a message.

A Special thank you to all who helped with the Children’s
Christmas Craft Fair: baked goodies, donated money and craft
materials: Dave Adams, Nelson Garrow, Tom Grady, Colleen
Grady, Maureen Hagerty, Melissa Hurst, Marie Martin, Laura
Mankowsky, Pat Skaza, Memorial Drive McDonald of Chicopee,
the Knights of Columbus and St. Francis Church. | would not be
able to do this without all of your help. Thank you , Shelly Garrow



Michael Sweeney Prayer Line
From November 23" through November 30", 2009 the following
intentions were added to our already long list of requests for
prayers. Won’t you please join us in praying for them all.
Thanksgiving for a good medical outcome for Mary Beth.
Prayers are requested for a good pregnancy and a healthy baby for
Shannon.
Renewed intention for continued healing and of relief of pain for
Stephen.
Thanksgiving for healing for Hannah, and continued prayers requested.
Safety for those traveling during the Thanksgiving holiday.
Prayers are requested for new-born baby Ronald Joseph who is
not eating.
Prayers are asked for God’s intervention for Krista and Jay who
have filed for divorce.
Complete healing is asked for Mark McCullough who has had a
heart attack.
Healing for Peggy Lazarus who is hospitalized.
Prayers are asked for Bea for strength and comfort.
Thanksgiving for all God’s Graces and His answers to the requests
of the prayer line. If you would like to have the prayer line
members pray for you or a loved one, please call Chris McGinnis,
323-6622, Louise Groux, 323-4046 or Marion Masse, 323-7169 or
email cmcqginnis6622@verizon.net.

Our Lady of the Angels Secular Franciscan Order is pleased to
announce that Barbara Chiappetta will be making her final profession to the
Secular Franciscan Order this Saturday, December 12™ at St,. Stanislaus
Basilica, 566 Front St., Chicopee, at the 6:00 PM Mass. All are welcome to
attend. There will be a reception afterwards. The SFO members wish to
publicly congratulate Barbara on this special occasion.

Lottery Calendars to Support St. John the Baptist School — Here is an
opportunity to support Catholic Schools and get a Christmas gift for
yourself or for that hard-to-buy for person. A lottery calendar is a calendar
with a chance to win between $20.00 and $1,000 every day of the year — a
total of $15,390 to be won. Most days are $20.00 prizes; Sundays &
Holidays $50; Holy Days and Catholic Schools Week $100; Thanksgiving
& 4™ of July $500; “Grand Prize Winner Days”, New Years, Easter &
Feast of John the Baptist (June 24) are $1,000. You can win more than once
and your winnings are mailed directly to you. The calendars sell for $20.00
($18.00 for seniors) and will be sold after all masses next weekend —
December 12" and 13", Calendars may also be purchased by calling Dan or
Linda at 583-6992 or Joanne at 427-0912.

A Swingin’ Christmas - In a return engagement, 2006 Grammy Award
winner, Jeff Holmes and his Big Band will present a program of Christmas
music at St. Francis Church on Sunday, December 13" at 8 PM. As a
special treat, Fr. Vern will be featured as a guest artist. The concert will
present classic carols and popular Christmas songs wrapped up in bright
new arrangements for the season. Tickets are $12 for adults and $6 for
students and seniors. They will be available after weekend Masses and at
the door the night of the concert.
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AN 19 N. Main St. 1
Belchertown, Mass. y BEERS & STORY
FUNERAL HOMES

BILE e
H HUD(?O Preplanning

‘ Insurance Agency, Inc. Burial - Cremation
Wendy L. Story - Director/Celebrant
323-9611 / 800-894-9591 413-323-6961
www.bellandhudson.com www.beersandstory.com

PROVIDENGE [Five Star 4

~N
Quality
P L, A 9 e Beauty ¢ Tranquility
Unique Retirement Living 181 Ware St Route 32
534-9700 Palmer, MA 01069
providenceplace.org | Garden Center: 413-283-4900
Da”y Mass www.fivestargardens.com

h«m’ on qu g o home? | Charlotte Jeramy
3 GIRARD HOMES INC Donahue Donahue
f\\ CUSTOM BUILDER | O™ Designer

John Girard A5G y&HUE Q

Reputable Builder with (‘z. » DN
22 years experience in the I 5‘_'\55" FIE'WER b
construction building trade. B BeWe DEWVET00% Satisfaction

Rgliability/ Honesty / Qqal?ty 413*323*5503

Satisfied Customers are top priority for

Girard Homes Inc.
Complex and simple designs welcome. Weddlng - Party
Homes & Land Available. Funeral ~ Much More

Contact John at 413-427-7235 3 Stadler Street ® Belchertown, MA

#1 BRAND AND MOST TRUSTED
NAME IN HOME REMODELING

Free Estimates

OWENS CORNING
’ RESIDENTIAL
] * PRODUCTS

Specializing in:
* Basement Remodeling
* Replacement Windows

Call Susie 1-800-993-1157

www.800Basement.com
ALL PARISHIONERS

RECEIVE A 10% DISCOUNT

(CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER)

Nov 4, 2009 3:02 PM ST1. FRrANCIS, BELCHERTOWN 03-0096 W



Protecting your family & business since 1952

MouULTON

Insurance Agency Inc

Mass. State Inspection Center

Get your emission
inspection sticker here
# MONDAY-FRIDAY
7am - 4pm
SATURDAY
7 am to 12 noon

NGATE
HEALTHCARE

Tilton
Automotive

AUTO - HOME - BUSINESS | [ Repair Service Foreign & Domestic Amy Sullivan, G ENERAL
BELCHERTOWN | et e e o Director of Admissions REPAIRS
141 North Main Street « Batteries « Computer Diagnostics tel 413.532.2200
413-323-7229
4 QUABBIN fax 413.534.1754 |3 Amherst Road

AND OFFICES IN: SERVICE CENTER

WARE & PALMER ;(Céu:r;;IIGS;rgce Auto Center” 573 Granby Road Belchertown
www.moultoninsurance.com 18 Sargent St. « Belchertown, MA 01007 SOUth Hadley, MA 01075 323-5051
McCarthy's % .

1522

Francis J. Feeney
DMD MDS

ORTHODONTIST

Braces for all Ages

733 Chapin Street - Suite 300 - Ludiow, MA 01056

413-547-0300

SO s

Pub

Where good friends...

good times and
* hearty laughter are
always welcomelll
FOOD - FUN - BEVERAGES
ALL MASS LOTTERY
Belchertown, MA
413-323-6420

111 Daniel Shays Hwy
Belchertown, MA

55+ Adult Community

Maintenance free condo living.
Open Sundays 11:00-1:00 pm
Starting at $259,900

Ex]
BANKER O

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Matt Jackson 687.8371
Brenda Bellefleur 687.3357
www.SummerHill55.com
www.NewEnglandMoves.com

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Owned & Operated by NRT. EOE. EHO.

Little Friends Child Care Center
cul Day Programs, Morning PresChoo/
and Before and After Schoq,

Caring for children
‘\%‘— 1-year to 9 years old ’%}-
(413) 323-8447
E-mail: LittleFriends39@aol.com
58 Daniel Shays Highway
P.O. Box 1175

Belchertown, MA 01007
www.littlefriends39.com

Betsy Sawyer, Director/Owner

PE
L2 é’ﬂ .
OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
SALES AND SERVICE
Residential & Commercial
Since 1956
41 South Whitney Street
Ambherst, MA 01002
Toro * Wheel Horse ¢ Scag ¢ Jonsered

413-253-7358

Toll Free 877-239-4258
www.boydenandperron.com

x A

atholicMatch.com/MA
STATION

C

SA1L.ON

413-323-5151
5 Jabish St., Belchertown
www.station5salon.com

A Full Service Salon

EXPLORE A BEAUTIFUL STORE...

Chap de. Jaunes

 pESOREXPERTS g
7

www.chapdelainesfurniture.com
FURNITURE CFLOORING
WINDOW TREATMENTS
INTERIOR DECORATING
Mon-Thurs 9-8 « Fri & Sat 9-5 » Sunday 12-5
136 College Street
Rt. 116 South Hadley, MA 01075
(413) 536-8560

HOME HEATING INSTALLATIONS
Palmer, MA
1-413-427-1725
“Our Phone # Is Now Correct”
Qil, Gas,
AC Installation,
Cleanings &
Service
Oil Tank Removal
& Installation
Reasonably Priced
40 Years Experience

=

Pelham
Auto Service

Div. of Pelham Industrial Group Ltd.

1315 Federal St.
Belchertown, MA 01007

413-253-9302

Foreign Car Repairs Since 1972

MA License Insured

ORCHARD HILL
EQUIPMENT
& TRAILER SALES

413-253-5456

Rt 9, Belchertown, MA /E

www.orchardhillsales.com
Cultivate

o ot =

P Being a Parishioner of
St. Francis Church is a
MOVING EXPERIENCE
Choose a Realtor with
EXPERIENCE IN
MOVING...
CALL PARISHIONER

S

a

PATRICK HEGARTY
413-687-7870

Someone you already know as a long time
Parishioner and experienced Realtor.

Jones Bay Path Realty

BUDGET PLANS =

KOKOSAYRUELS)

Home Heating Oil * On-Site Fleet Refueling * Construction Site Deliveries

P.O. Box 628 = Belchertown, MA 01007
413 734-9900

DIESEL FUEL
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

FUEL ASSISTANCE

Oreams’
Law Offices of
Richard H. Maynard & Associates

Richard H. Maynard
Attorney At Law

413-323-8800

maynardlaw@verizon.net

35 Bridge Street ¢ PO Box 162
Belchertown, MA 01007

For Ap InFo. CaLL 1-800-888-4574
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