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ST. FRANCIS PARISH BELCHERTOWN 
 
` 
 
 
 
 
 
SATURDAY, August 29, 2009 VIGIL: 22nd Ordinary Sunday 
 4:00 PM <Edward Droz req by his wife Elizabeth 
  <Carole Kamins req by the St. Germain family 
SUNDAY, August 30, 2009 Twenty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 AM <Jackie Benham birthday remembrance req by her  
  sister 
 10:30 AM <In Thanksgiving for blessings received in the 60  
  years of marriage for Fred & Alice Piechota 
  <Family & friends, living and deceased req by  
  Fred & Alice Piechota 
MONDAY, August 31, 2009 
 8:00 AM <Patrick Sullivan req by the Tovet family 
TUESDAY, September 1, 2009 
 8:00 AM <Alice Burke req by Spiritual Life Commission 
WEDNESDAY, September 2, 2009 
 8:00 AM <Fr. Jack Branche req by Kathy & Len Abraham 
THURSDAY, September 3, 2009 
 8:00 AM <Fr,. Jack Branche req by Theresa Whitney 
FRIDAY, September 4. 2009 
 8:00 AM <Paulo Fugazzi req by Gino Fugazzi 
SATURDAY, September 5, 2009 VIGIL: Twenty Third Ordinary  
  Sunday 
 8:00 AM <All Souls in Purgatory req by Mary Yando 
 4:00 PM <Thomas Whitehead req by Jean Domingue 
  <Eugene Frechette req by Pat & Ron Akins 
SUNDAY, September 6, 2009 Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary  
  Time 
 8:00 AM <Andrew & Helen Brown req by the family 
  <Paul & Jeanne Fournier req by their daughter 
 10:30 AM <Mary Jane McGrath req by Helen Lavalle,  
  William & Sharon Milnik 
 

 
 
He summoned the crowd again and said to them, "Hear me, all 
of you, and understand. Nothing that enters one from outside 

can defile that person; but the things that come out from within 
are what defile." 

- Mk 7:14-15 
Scripture Readings for September 5-6, 2009 

Is 35:4-7/Jas 2:1-5/Mk 7:31-37 
 
Religious Vocation Corner:  Our second Scripture reading 
reminds us that “every worthwhile gift, every genuine benefit, 
comes from God.”  God’s gifts should prompt our responsive 
gratitude, which should be the basis of our daily lives.  If you feel 
God is offering you the gift of priesthood or religious life, and you 
wish to respond generously, trusting in God, call Fr. Gary Dailey 
at 413-452-0816 or E-Mail: g.dailey@diospringfield.org. Please 
take home our Vocation Cross, God will bless you. 

The Pastor’s Thoughts… 
-On this “Tag Sale Weekend” our first thoughts are those of 
“gratitude” to everyone who worked so hard and gave so 
generously for the success of this annual event.  As our biggest 
fundraiser each year, these efforts have made a big contribution to 
the building up of our new parish complex.  Since the opening of 
our new church, not only have we been able to meet the monthly 
mortgage and cover the running of the parish through your 
donations, but we also have put the final coat on our parking lot at 
a cost of $87,000 and raised over $300,000 for the building of the 
new rectory through our many fundraising events and simple 
savings.  This truly is a remarkable achievement, especially during 
these very challenging economic times.  Thank you, yes:  YOU, 
for all you do in making all this possible. 
 
-Bishop McDonnell recently sent out a letter to the priests of the 
Diocese regarding the celebration of the Rites of Christian Burial.  
In it he noted that it is a “right” for Catholic Christians to be buried 
in a Catholic Church whether they are members or not.  No parish 
or priest can deny a funeral service on the basis of membership.  
May I add to this by noting that a non-catholic spouse or family 
member can receive a Catholic funeral service if it is known that 
they would not be opposed to such a service or have requested it 
themselves.  Times of grief and loss are difficult. We should do all 
we can to ease the pain of separation, not add to it. 
 
-While on issues of Church policy, I have received requests to 
marry a couple “outside;” a park setting, the back yard of a home, 
the seashore.  This cannot be done.  The Sacramental celebration 
of a Christian Marriage requires that it be celebrated in a church or 
a chapel to which there is an association; i.e. a college chapel from 
which one graduated.  A Catholic can marry a non-Catholic in a 
Protestant church with the minister presiding with the proper 
dispensations from the Bishop.  The only exception for a marriage 
outside a church or chapel is when a Catholic marries a person of 
the Jewish faith.  Since it is the custom for Jewish weddings to 
take place at the place of the reception, a dispensation of place can 
be granted. 
   One of the commandments of our Church is that the laws 
regarding marriage be observed.  When a Catholic marries in a 
simple civil service, or even in a Protestant service without the 
proper permission being given, the Church does not recognize the 
marriage and as a consequence, the Catholic party can no longer 
receive the Eucharist until such time as a Sacramental Marriage 
occurs. 
  Since we are on this subject, note that when a Catholic receives a 
divorce, the divorce affects the civil/legal marriage, not the 
sacramental.  Therefore since the Sacramental Marriage is still 
recognized by Church and remains in effect, they may receive the 
Eucharist. However if the Catholic party re-marries without an 
annulment of the Sacramental marriage, they may not receive, 
since they are considered still married to their original spouse. 
  As we are a rather young community, many of these issues do 
arise, along with requests for annulments and I am pleased to say 
that we have been able to help many of our couples.  If you have 
any questions or would like help and assistance in this area, please 
give me a call. 
 

God be with you this week and always! Fr. Vern 
 



TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 
In Gratitude to God for His many gifts, 

the members of this parish have returned 
the following resources in support of the parish 

and its ministries… 
 

 
 
The Sunday Collection for Aug 22-23 was .................... $4,774.28 
Weekly Sunday Average .................................................. 5,083.52 
Weekly Sunday Goal ........................................................ 6,500.00 
Mortgage & Expansion Collection for Aug 1-23 ............. 5,829.00 
Monthly Mortgage & Expansion Goal ..............................6,000.00 
Mortgage & Expansion August Shortfall .............................171.00 
 

Mortgage & Expansion Collection 
The Monthly Collection for the Mortgage & Expansion 
Fund will be a second collection at all masses next 
weekend September 5th & 6th.  The loan payment is a monthly 
obligation which our parish must fulfill just as any family does. 
Our goal is $6,000.00 per month and all contributions above the 
goal will be retained for mortgage and expansion needs. 
 
 
Eucharistic Adoration and Visitation - The Adoration Info Line 
number is 323-6272 Extension 6.  Please, always call just before 
coming in for your hour to see if Adoration has been closed due to 
extreme cold or bad weather. The Adoration Chapel (entrance 
around the rear of the church) is open to all parishioners for a visit 
before the Blessed Sacrament. Hours of Adoration are 8:00 AM – 
10:00 PM Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. If you would like to 
be a part of our Adoration program, either as an assigned adorer or 
substitute, please call Pam at 323-7416.  The following hours are 
in need of an Adorer:  Monday 12 Noon – 1:00 PM, Tuesday 
12 Noon – 1:00 PM and Tuesday 1:00 – 2:00 PM. 
 

 
Weekend of September 5-6, 2009 

 
 

 4:00 PM Patel 
 8:00 AM Fontaine 
 10:30 AM Hume 

 
 4:00 PM Abraham, Beaupre, Carney, Symanczyk, J. & T.  
  Rakouskas, Yvon 
 8:00 AM Barrett, Coty, Fontaine, Kielbasa, Moran, Ricardi 
10:30 AM  Belanger, Fedora, Groux, Lawrence, Letendre, L. &  
  G. Racicot 

 
 4:00 PM M. & H. Sugrue, G. Terry 
 8:00 AM B. Dubois & F. Murazcewski 
 10:30 AM S. & L. LeBlanc, A. Maggi 
 
St. Francis of Assisi Food Pantry is in need of toilet paper, 
laundry and dish detergent.  Your support and generosity is very 
much appreciated. 

 
Brick Corner – We would like to thank the 
following parishioners who have “purchased 
a brick” for our new church, either in their 
name or in the name of a loved one:  The 
Czapla & Dewhurst Families – Two Bricks In 
Memory of Alice Burke. Thank you for your 
support and please remind your friends that 

they, also, can “buy a brick”.  They are only $10.00 each. 
 
 
Immediate opening for High School Coordinator:  The 
Religious Education Office is seeking a qualified candidate to 
oversee the High School Program and Confirmation Preparation.  
This position is part time, averaging 15 hours a week. 
Requirements are:  a love for teens, experience teaching high 
school, knowledge of the faith, ability to write curriculum, flexible 
working schedule and good organizational skills.  Send resume to 
Judy Trickey, St. Francis of Assisi Church, PO Box 612, 
Belchertown, MA 01007.  Contact Judy at 323-6272 x2 with any 
questions. 
 
Generations of Faith needs Catechists & Classroom Assistants  
We have several openings to fill before our first G of F session on 
the weekend of September 12/13.  As always we have the human 
resources within our community.  They just need to step forward to 
offer their skills!  Won’t you consider signing up now???  Call 
Judy at 323-6272 for information. 
Openings are: 

Saturday AM Session:   2nd Grade Catechist 

Saturday PM Session:   2nd Grade Assistant 
 Elementary Catechist (2 openings) 
 Confirmation Catechist 

Sunday AM Session: Pre-school Catechist and Assistants 
 2nd Grade Assistants 
 Elementary Catechist (2 openings) 
 7th/8th Grade Catechists 
 10th Grade Co-Catechists & assistant 

Sunday PM Session:   Elementary Catechist 
 7th/8th Grade Catechist and Assistants 
 Pre-school Assistant 
 Adult Co-Catechist 
 
Generations of Faith starts on the weekend of September 12/13.  
Registration materials were sent to all parish households.  Don’t 
delay.  Send in your registrations now and join us this year for a 
study on prayer.  Forms can be downloaded from the parish 
website at www.stfrancisbtown.org.  
 
Slice of Heaven:  Charity Golf Tournament and raffle for a 
laptop computer:  September 21, 2009 at the Stockbridge Golf 
club (45-minute drive from Springfield, Exit 2 off of the Mass 
Pike.  11 AM Lunch; 12:15 Shotgun start; 6:15 dinner, prizes and 
silent auction.  Proceeds benefit the Marian Fathers’ Seminarian 
Campaign and the Catholic Youth Center of Pittsfield.  $640 for a 
foursome.  Raffle for MacBook Pro laptop computer ($1,300 
value) limited to 600 tickets at $20 per ticket or 6 for $100.  
Register on line at www.marian.org/slice or call 413-298-1208. 
 



AUGUST 30, 2009 
 

Michael Sweeney Prayer Line 
From August 18 through August 24, 2009 the following intentions 
were added to our already long list of requests for prayers. Won’t 
you please join us in praying for them all. 
Prayers asked for successful surgery for Marty, 8/19 with an 
excellent outcome.  
A safe and rewarding pilgrimage to Italy for Lynn, Kathy and their 
companions Sept.7-19. 
Renewed prayers for healing for Jack. 
Prayers asked for Richard E., diagnosed with cancer. 
Very special intention asked for a family in No. Carolina. 
Prayers for Augustine who has spinal cancer and is starting a course 
of radiation therapy. 
For Ed F. good results from a test 8/20. 
Good results from chemo therapy for Roy F. 
For Debbie, proper diagnosis, treatment and healing of cancer. 
Correct diagnosis and treatment for Elaine. 
A safe and enjoyable trip to Washington DC for Jim and Jo, 8/22-24. 
Renewed intention for Val who has advanced cancer that is not 
responding to treatment. 
Safe trip home from Wisconsin for Tim, 8/24. 
Good test results for Denise. 
Successful back surgery for Sam on 8/26. 
Please pray for successful brain surgery for Emily on 8/24. 
Successful knee surgery for Theresa M,. 9/2. 
Thanksgiving for the lives of William Barry, Mary Mayberry. 
Eugene Stasko and Nancy Lonczak. Please pray for the repose of 
their souls and for their families and friends in their bereavement. 
Thanksgiving for all God’s Graces and His answers to the requests 
of the prayer line. If you would like to have the prayer line 
members pray for you or a loved one, please call Chris McGinnis, 
323-6622, Louise Groux, 323-4046 or Marion Masse, 323-7169 or 
email cmcginnis6622@verizon.net. 
 
As we prepare for fall, St Francis’s Pack 507 Cub Scouts is asking  
for your help with a project. The unit is in need of clean white 
sheets – flat, fitted, twin, double, queen or king – white sheets are 
required to complete a project by the Cub families. A labeled box 
will be placed in the gathering space for your donations. Your pack 
is active and looking for 3-4 boys in each grade level to round up its 
numbers. There are adults to help these dens and incentives for St. 
Francis families. Interested in ‘family sized’ fun and learning, 
please call Gloria at 323-0966 for membership information and 
schedules. We would like to grow with your son! 
 
 
 
 
Pro-Life Corner:  Regarding the NIH guidelines authorizing 
destruction of human embryos for research, Cardinal Justin Rigali, 
chairman of the U. S. bishops Pro-Life Secretariat, said:  “Without 
unconditional respect for the life of each and every member of the 
human race, research involving human subjects does not represent 
true progress.  It becomes another way for some human beings to 
use and mistreat others for their own goals.  Suffering patients and 
their families deserve better, through increased support for 
promising and ethically sound stem cell research and treatments that 
harm no one.”  USCCB statement 4/21/09. 
Let us pray that legal protection for the right to life becomes the law 
of the land again. 
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Charlotte Jeramy
Donahue Donahue
Owner Designer

413*323*5503

3 Stadler Street • Belchertown, MA

Basement Finishing
Fiberglass Replacement Windows

Call Don 1-800-993-1157
www.ocboston.com

OWENS CORNING 
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PRODUCTS

ALL PARISHIONERS 
RECEIVE A 15% DISCOUNT

(CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER)
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SERSERVICE CENTERVICE CENTER
“Your Full Service Auto Center”
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HOME HEATING INSTALLATIONS
Palmer, MA

1-413-427-1725
“Our Phone # Is Now Correct”

Oil, Gas,
AC Installation,
Cleanings &
Service

Oil Tank Removal
& Installation

Reasonably Priced
40 Years Experience

MA License Insured

111 Daniel Shays Hwy
Belchertown, MA

55+ Adult Community

Maintenance free condo living.
Open Sundays 11:00-1:00 pm

Starting at $259,900
Matt Jackson 687.8371
Brenda Bellefleur 687.3357
www.SummerHill55.com
www.NewEnglandMoves.com

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Owned & Operated by NRT. EOE. EHO.
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REPAIRS

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
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413-253-7358
Toll Free 877-239-4258

www.boydenandperron.com

BOYDEN & PERRON, INC.

Pelham
Auto Service

Div. of Pelham Industrial Group Ltd.

1315 Federal St.
Belchertown, MA 01007

413-253-9302
Foreign Car Repairs Since 1972

ORCHARD HILL

EQUIPMENT
& TRAILER SALES

413-253-5456
Rt 9, Belchertown, MA

www.orchardhillsales.com

Amy Sullivan,
Director of Admissions

tel 413.532.2200
fax 413.534.1754
573 Granby Road

South Hadley, MA 01075
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Call
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Belchertown
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Braces for all Ages
733 Chapin Street • Suite 300 • Ludlow, MA 01056

413-547-0300

ORTHODONTIST

Francis J. Feeney
DMD  MDS

Where good friends...
good times and

hearty laughter are
always welcome!!!

FOOD • FUN • BEVERAGES
ALL MASS LOTTERY

Belchertown, MA
413-323-6420

McCarthy’s
Pub

413-323-5151
5 Jabish St., Belchertown

www.station5salon.com

A  F u l l  S e r v i c e  S a l o n

413-283-6791

413-323-4012

1-800-332-8708

Fax 413-323-8825

225 NORTH LIBERTY STREET

BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007

Vitamins • Supplements
Personal Care

Stadler Street Shops
Belchertown, MA

413.323.8500
STORE HOURS

Tues-Fri: 10am-6pm • Sat: 10-4
Holistic Healing Center

Mention this Ad for10% OFF
ShopHealthyAlternatives.com

Hea
lthy Alternatives

Protecting your family & business since 1952

MOULTON
Insurance Agency Inc
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BELCHERTOWN
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413-323-7229

AND OFFICES IN:
WARE & PALMER

www.moultoninsurance.com

Home Heating Oil • On-Site Fleet Refueling • Construction Site Deliveries

P.O. Box 628 • Belchertown, MA 01007

413 734-9900
DIESEL FUEL

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
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For Information Call
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ext. 3435

email: jlarusso@4LPi.com
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