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ST. FRANCIS PARISH BELCHERTOWN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SATURDAY, June 27, 2009 VIGIL:  Thirteenth Ordinary Sunday 
 4:00 PM Raymond Bushey req by his wife & family 
  Edward Droz req by his wife Elizabeth 
SUNDAY, June 28, 2009 Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 AM Mildred Gamache req by her daughter & family 
  George Opalenik req by Gloria Adzima 
 10:30 AM Gasper DeSantis, Sr. req by the family 
  Helen Wallace 4th ann req by the family 
MONDAY, June 29, 2009 
 8:00 AM Richard Shakarian req by Chris McGinnis 
TUESDAY, June 30, 2009 
 8:00 AM Catherine O’Donnell 15th ann req by the family 
WEDNESDAY, July 1, 2009 
 8:00 AM Fr. Vern’s Intention req by Rita Gallagher 
THURSDAY, July 2, 2009 
 8:00 AM Richard Shakarian req by “Aunt Jennie” 
FRIDAY, July 3, 2009 
 8:00 AM John Sullivan 1st ann req by Richard DelValle &  
  family 
SATURDAY, July 4, 2009 VIGIL:  Fourteenth Ordinary Sunday 
 8:00 AM All Souls in Purgatory req by Mary Yando 
 4:00 PM John Antonovitch req by Mary & Cornelia  
  Sullivan 
  George Opalenik req by Theresa St. Mary 
SUNDAY, July 5, 2009 Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 AM John & Helen Wallace req by Lee Wallace 
  John E. Whelihan req by Jim & Nancy Wright 
 10:30 AM Edward Lattrell, Sr. req by Alice & Edward  
  Lattrell 
  Ann McGrath req by the Noga family 
 

 
 
He took the child by the hand and said to her, "Talitha koum," 
which means, "Little girl, I say to you, arise!" The girl, a child 
of twelve, arose immediately and walked around. At that they 

were utterly astounded. ± 
 Mk 5:41-42 

 
Readings for July 4-5, 2009 

Ez 2:2-5/2 Cor 12:7-10/Mk 6:1-6 
 
Religious Vocation Corner – Priests and religious can be called 
to heal and comfort in God’s name as Jesus did in today’s Gospel.  
If you would like to join God’s team of healers, call Fr. Gary 
Dailey at 413-452-0816 or E-Mail: g.dailey@diospringfield.org. 

The Pastor's Thoughts¼ 
-We welcome Fr. Galadima G. Goni to our parish this weekend as 
we participate in our annual “Mission Cooperative Program” 
sponsored by our Diocesan Office of the Propagation of the Faith.  
Fr. Goni is from the Archdiocese of Kaduna, Nigeria and is 
presently serving at Our Lady of the Hills Parish in Haydenville.   
 
-Our Communications Commission has informed me that we will 
not be having additional photo sessions for our upcoming Parish 
Directory due to an insufficient number of participants which was 
required by the company.  We will proceed with completing the 
new directory and those who have participated may pick up their 
pictures in the gathering space if they were not mailed to your 
home. 
 
-On June 17th I received a letter from the Diocesan Building 
Commission giving us permission to bring our new rectory out to 
bid.  Those who expressed an interest in bidding were called and 
we hope to open the bids on the 15th of July.  We have also 
engaged the services of The Berkshire Design Group, Inc. and 
Cold Spring Environmental Consultants, Inc. to assist in doing the 
plans necessary for sighting the rectory on the property and 
designing the driveway and overseeing the possible wet land 
issues, etc.   
 
-This Sunday afternoon I will be heading to Maine for a week.  In 
my absence, Fr. Jack Roach, retired pastor of St. Joseph’s Parish in  
Shelburne Falls will be covering the parish.  He was here last 
February and I am delighted to welcome him back.  I will return on 
the 6th of July.  During this time, the parish secretary will be 
closing the Parish Office.   
 
-Last week we had a delightful dinner meeting with the members 
of our Generations of Faith design team; what a delightful and 
informative evening.  Our parish is so blessed to have such 
generous people who give of their time and creative talent to put 
together such a wonderful program to educate us all in the Faith.  It 
was so good to hear of the many positive comments received on 
the evaluation forms as to how this program has helped individuals 
and families know and appreciate their faith more.  Sharing and 
learning more about our faith is a responsibility we all share 
together; parents, parish, educators.  What I think we are all 
beginning to appreciate is that we really are “never too old to 
learn!”  I am most impressed by the number of priests and people 
throughout our Diocese who are deeply interested in our program 
and its success; we are truly leading the way and I thank everyone 
for their cooperation and vision to do so! 
 
God bless you and your summer!  

 Fr. Vern 
 
 

Would you like to become an altar server?  Our 
first training is Wednesday, July 1st, 7 PM in the 
church. Even if you were not able to come to the  
first meeting, if you would like to be an altar 
server join us that day to find out more.  Call 
Therese Rakouskas for more information 323-
8749.  Hope to see you then. 
 

 



THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 
In Gratitude to God for His many gifts, 

the members of this parish have returned 
the following resources in support of the parish 

and its ministries¼ 
 

 
The Sunday Collection for June 20-21 was .................... $5,791.98 
Weekly Sunday Average .................................................. 6,443.16 
Weekly Sunday Goal ........................................................ 6,500.00 
Mortgage & Expansion Collection for June 7-21............. 5,288.50 
Monthly Mortgage & Expansion Goal ..............................6,000.00 
Mortgage & Expansion June Shortfall .................................711.50 
Peter’s Pence ........................................................................906.25 
 

Mortgage & Expansion Collection 
The Monthly Collection for the Mortgage & Expansion 
Fund will be a second collection at all masses next 
weekend July 4th & 5 th.   The loan payment is a monthly 
obligation which our parish must fulfill just as any family does. 
Our goal is $6,000.00 per month and all contributions above the 
goal will be retained for mortgage and expansion needs. 
 
 
Eucharistic Adoration and Visitation - The Adoration Info Line 
number is 323-6272 Extension 6.  Please, always call just before 
coming in for your hour to see if Adoration has been closed due to 
extreme cold or bad weather. The Adoration Chapel (entrance 
around the rear of the church) is open to all parishioners for a visit 
before the Blessed Sacrament. Hours of Adoration are 8:00 AM – 
10:00 PM Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. If you would like to 
be a part of our Adoration program, either as an assigned adorer or 
substitute, please call Pam at 323-7416.  The following hours are 
in need of an Adorer:  Tuesday 12 Noon ± 1:00 PM and 
Tuesday 1:00 ± 2:00 PM. 
 

 
Weekend of July 4-5, 2009 

 

 
 4:00 PM Amara & Polidoro 
 8:00 AM Crosby 
 10:30 AM Schmidt & William 

 
 4:00 PM Pat A., Buczko, Couture, Lemire, Racine, R. & L.  
  Zlotnik 
 8:00 AM Barrett, Coty, Dubois, McGinnis, Miffitt, Tovet,  
  Waniewski 
 10:30 AM Adams, Cominoli, Dell’Olio, Desilets, Lamoureux,  
  Rose, Tyler 

 
 4:00 PM H. Rakouskas, G. & B. Stone 
 8:00 AM R. & N. Gousy, C. Dalton 
 10:30 AM T. & J. Bechta, M. Beaudet 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Food Pantry is in need of baked beans, beef 
stew and spaghetti/ravioli in a can.  All donations are greatly 
appreciated. 

 
Brick Corner ±  We would like to thank the 
following parishioners who have “purchased 
a brick” for our new church, either in their 
name or in the name of a loved one:  The 
Ashley Family – One Brick for Kathleen 
Powers. 
Thank you for your support and please 

remind your friends that they, also, can “buy a brick”.  They 
are only $10.00 each. 

 
 
At this year’s vacation Bible School Kids will go WILD for God.  

Join us for a three day adventure: 
WHAT:  Safari Bible School 
WHEN: July 6th 8th 10th, 2009 
WHERE: St. Francis Church grounds 
TIME: 9:00-12:00 
COST: $15.00 a day 
HAPPENINGS:  Kids will be 

assigned to a Safari Crew of five where each day they will learn 
Bible stories, listen to roaring music, make critter crafts and learn 
some wild games.  The wild ones will be fed theme snacks. 
Registrations will begin after Mass in June or you may pre-register 
your child by calling Deb Robinson at 544-1201.  All proceeds will 
benefit our NCYC Teen Team. 
 
Parish Tag Sale Update ± Donations will be accepted beginning 
August 1st in the Pine Room of the Parish Social Center.  Please do 
not leave any donations before August 1st.  Volunteers are needed 
to receive, inspect and pack items throughout the month of August.  
The sale will be on August 29th.  Rain or shine.  Please contact Tag 
Sale chairman, Raymond Coulombe (323-7224) to volunteer or for 
any other information. 
 
Family Life Cancer Support Group ± If you have been newly 
diagnosed with cancer or are presently undergoing cancer 
treatment, this is a place to come and talk with people who 
understand what you are going through.  We have many services to 
offer you.  If you are interested, please call Beth at 323-5910. 
 
Helping Hands ± If you are able to help out with food shopping or 
transportation to doctor appointments, please contact Beth at 323-
5910. 
 
Pro-Life Corner ± A recent TV ad features an ultrasound image 
of an unborn child in the womb accompanied by this message:  
“The child’s future is a broken home.  He will be abandoned by his 
father, his single mother will struggle to raise him.  Despite the 
hardships, he will endure…this child will become the first African-
American president.”  The powerful ad concludes:  “Life:  Imagine 
the Potential.” 
From today’s 2nd reading, 2 Corinthians 8:  “Whoever had much 
did not have more, and whoever had little did not have less.”  We 
are called to share our abundance not only in material goods but in 
opportunities as well as equality under the law.   
 
Please pray for families facing an untimely pregnancy, that they 
may turn to God for the strength to give birth to a new life. 
 



JUNE 28, 2009 
 

Michael Sweeney Prayer Line 
   From June 15th through June 22nd, 2009, the following intentions 
were added to our already long list of requests for prayers. Won’t 
you please join us in praying for them all. 
For Mike to find the right direction in his life. 
For the right medication and healing for Lucille. 
Prayers are asked for strength, peace and healing for the Carragher 
family. 
Special intention for Jeff. 
Healing for Fred Kielbasa who has had a heart attack. 
Prayers are asked for a young woman with emotional problems. 
Prayers are asked for the Rickko family. 
Prayers for healing for Bill. 
Thanksgiving for Ruth’s passing her Master’s exam. 
Successful knee surgery for Ann G. 6/30. 
Thanksgiving for prayers for healing answered for Wil.  
Renewed intention for complete healing for Irene. 
Thanksgiving for the life of Stanley Makuch. Please pray for the 
repose of his soul and for his family and friends in their 
bereavement. 
 Thanksgiving for all God’s Graces and His answers to the requests 
of the prayer line.  
 If you would like to have the prayer line members pray for you or a 
loved one, please call Chris McGinnis, 323-6622, Louise Groux, 
323-4046 or Marion Masse, 323-7169. 
 

 
 

Confirmation photos on line ± Check out the parish website at 
www.stfrancisbtown.org to view photographs of the May 30th 
Confirmation Ceremony and our forty eight 2009 Confirmandi.  
Click on “What’s New” and then select   “Confirmation Pictures.” 
 
Sts. Peter & Paul Annual Parish Picnic ± The annual Parish 
Picnic will be held on the parish grounds, Main Street, Three Rivers 
on Sunday, July 26th, from noon to 8 PM.  An outdoor Polka Mass 
at 11:30 AM will precede the picnic.  The Eddie Forman Orchestra 
will play for the Polka Mass, and also from 2 – 7 PM for your 
dancing and listening pleasure.  There will be Polish & American 
food, along with a chicken barbecue from noon to 2 PM (contact 
Ron & Cathy Izyk @ (413) 283-9315 for chicken barbecue tickets); 
arts & crafts; homemade pastries; various refreshment & prize 
booths; raffle for cash prizes totaling $2,500.00.  Free admission & 
parking!  Rain or shine! 
 

The Business Office of the Rectory will be 
closed from Monday, June 29th through 
Friday, July 3rd for a vacation break. The 
Business Office will reopen on Monday, 
July 6th from 8:30 AM until 1:00 PM. If 
you have an emergency and need 
immediate assistance from the business 
office please call Pat Akins at 323-5012 

. Thank you 
. 
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