


FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 
In Gratitude to God for His many gifts, 

the members of this parish have returned 
the following resources in support of the parish 

and its ministries… 
 

 
 
The Sunday Collection for November 24-25 was .......... $5,302.10 
Weekly Sunday Average .................................................. 5,770.26 
Weekly Sunday Goal........................................................ 6,000.00 
Mortgage & Expansion Collection for November 4-25 ... 6,354.00 
Monthly Mortgage & Expansion Goal ..............................6,000.00 
Mortgage & Expansion November Overage ........................354.00 
 
Eucharistic Adoration and Visitation - The Adoration Info Line 
number is 323-6272 Extension 6.  Please, always call just before 
coming in for your hour to see if Adoration has been closed due to 
extreme cold or bad weather. The Adoration Chapel (entrance 
around the rear of the church) is open to all parishioners for a visit 
before the Blessed Sacrament. Hours of Adoration are 8:00 AM – 
10:00 PM Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. If you would like to 
be a part of our Adoration program, either as an assigned adorer or 
substitute, please call Pam at 323-7416.  
 

 
Weekend of December 8-9, 2007 

 

 
 4:00 PM Amara 
 8:00 AM Viglione 
 10:30 AM Hume 

 
 4:00 PM Vanasse, Yvon, Abraham, Beaupre, Buczko, Carney,  
  Coty 
 8:00 AM  Waniewski., Barrett, Crosby, Fontaine, Kielbasa,  
  McGinnis, Pat A 
 10:30 AM Lawrence, Letendre, Rose, Slate, Tyler, Adams,  
  Belanger 

 
 4:00 PM S. & M. Zoufaly, Beka Rogers 
 8:00 AM J. & J. Holdsworth 
 10:30 AM D., M. & F. Hegarty, H. Barnett 
 
Religious Vocations Corner – Be vigilant. Be trusting. God may 
need you to make known His Good News of salvation. If you think 
God is calling you to be a priest or religious, call Fr. Gary Dailey 
at 413-452-0816 or E-Mail: g.dailey@diospringfield.org. Website: 
www.myvocation.com. 
 
Pro Life Corner – “The common outcry, which is justly made on 
behalf of human rights…is false and illusory if the right to life, the 
most basic and fundamental right and the condition for all personal 
rights, is not defended with maximum determination.” 

Pope John Paul II, Apostolic Exhortation, 1988 
Please pray that in this season of Advent waiting, may we reach 
out to women who are struggling to bring their unborn children to 
birth. 

 
Brick Corner – We would like to thank the 
following parishioners who have “purchased 
a brick” for our new church, either in their 
name or in the name of a loved one:   
Stan & Joyce Wyman – Two Bricks In 
Memory of Richard Couture. Maryann & 
Rene Pepin – Two  Bricks In Memory of Fr. 

John Ayers. M/M Roger Archambault – One Brick In Memory 
of Richard Couture. Ptaszynski Family – One Brick In Memory 
of Fr. John Ayers. M/M William Borchers – One Brick In 
Memory of Richard Couture. 
Thank you for your support and please remind your friends that 
they, also, can “buy a brick”.  They are only $10.00 each. 

 
 
 
Holiday Baskets – The Food Pantry needs your help again! The 
Christmas Holiday Food Basket Pledge Board will be available in 
the entrance of the church for the next two weeks for food 
donation sign ups. Also, please fill in the appropriate information 
on the Reminder Sheet to take and keep for your own information. 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please 
call Roseann at the rectory 323-6272 ext 8 and leave a message. 
Thank you. 
 
Angel Tree Request – We are looking for a used computer in 
good working order. One of our Food Pantry recipients has a 
disabled, mentally challenged adult child who would greatly 
appreciate a used computer. If you can help us out, please call the 
Angel Tree hotline at 323-6272 ext 7 and leave a message for us to 
return your call. Thank you. 
 
Angel Tree – The Angel Tree is set up in the back of St. Francis 
Church! Please stop and take an envelope off the tree to become a 
sponsor for someone special who is being serviced by our  Food 
Pantry and the Senior Center. The response to this year’s Angel 
Tree has been tremendous! Our heartfelt thanks to everyone who 
has taken an envelope. We’d like to remind you that the gifts need 
to be placed on the altar of the church or the Adoration Chapel by 
6:00 PM, Wednesday, December 12th. This enables us to have 
everything sorted and ready to go to homes in time for Christmas. 
Again, thank you so much and God Bless You! If you have any 
questions please feel free to call the Angel Tree Committee at the 
rectory, 323-6272 ext 7 and leave a message. 
 
A heartfelt thank you goes out to a great group of middle school 
students who gathered to make over 120 Thanksgiving and  
Christmas cards! You could have been doing any number of other 
activities, but you chose to give of yourselves for our Food Pantry 
families. It was a pleasure spending the afternoon with you 
crafting.                                   St. Francis Middle School Ministry 
 
Our Lady of the Angels SFO will be meeting in the Pine Room 
next Sunday, December 9th from 1:30 until 4:00 PM. All are 
welcome. For more information please call Lynn at 323-5537. 
 
The St. Francis of Assisi Food Pantry is in need of ravioli and 
spaghetti-o’s. As always, thank you for your very generous 
donations. 
 



DECEMBER 2, 2007 
 

Michael Sweeney Prayer Line 
From November 19th through November 26th, 2007 the following intentions 
were added to our already long list of requests for prayers. Won’t you 
please join us in praying for them all. 
Renewed special intention for a woman for healing 
For the safety of all travelers during this Holiday season 
For Lynn, healing of her back and relief of pain 
Prayers are requested for Stu, for recovery after a heart episode 
Improved health for Everett 
Prayers requested for Nicole and Alexis, who have many problems 
and that they will find contentment 
Prayers for spiritual needs for Jorge 
Thanksgiving for successful surgery and complete healing for 
Maggie and prayers for her husband Don 
Successful tests for a woman 11/26/07 Renewed prayers for Tony 
Proccacini 
Thanksgiving for the birth of Lliam Pattenden 
Thanksgiving for the lives of Franklin Holmes and Albert 
Valentine. Please pray for the repose of their souls and for their 
families and friends in their bereavement. 
For our country, our president, our legislators, our military and for peace. 
For all the intentions in our Parish Book of Prayers 
Thanksgiving for all God’s Graces and His answers to the requests of the 
prayer line. If you would like to have the prayer line members pray for you 
or a loved one, please call Chris McGinnis, 323-6622, Louise Groux, 323-
4046 or Marion Masse, 323-7169. 
 
Calling all children:  Come Celebrate! –Be a part of St. Francis’ 
Christmas Pageant! Kids grades K-12 are invited. We need singers, 
Musicians, Nativity characters and helpers. The pageant takes place 
on December 24th.at the 6:00PM Liturgy. Rehearsals are on  
Saturday at 9:30AM, in the chapel  To join us for this annual 
tradition or for more information. please call Louise Christ at 323-
8892. 
 

The Donkey Who Bore It All 
Lowly, long-eared donkey –  
God chose you to be the one 

To carry Mary, great with Child, 
The Christ – her unborn Son. 

What special traits did you possess, 
That God would honor you? 

And yet, you seemed to understand  
What you were meant to do. 

God knew you had endurance 
And heavy loads could bear; 

He trusted you, sure-footed to keep 
Her safe within your care. 

The journey would be long and hard, 
O’er rough terrain and trail. 

So steadfast was your purpose, 
You knew you must prevail. 

You bore your burden honorably. 
Exhausted, you must have been! 
Nonetheless, you kept your eyes 

Toward far-off Bethlehem. 
As Joseph, wearily walked beside 

His wife, lest she may fall –  
He knew that God had chosen well, 

This donkey who bore it all! 
Mary S. Chevalier 

 


