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A faith formation program for all ages: 
Children, Teens, College Students, Single 
Adults, Parents, Grandparents, Elders 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Program Theme: 

A Year on Prayer 
Connecting to God in Traditional 

and Unique Ways 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
P.O. Box 612 

Belchertown, MA 01007 
323-6272 Ext. 2 

The three components of  
the Generations of  Faith 

Program 
 

ONE: 
Attend the Preparation Session 

 

 Opening Experience 

 Introduce to all ages the theological 
focus of the session 

 

 Age Specific Learning Sessions 

 Preschool/Kindergarten 

 Parents with Elementary 

 First Communion Students 

 Middle School 6-8 

 High School 9-10 

 Confirmation Students 

 Adults 
 

 Closing Experience 

 All ages join together to share what 
they have learned 

 
TWO: 

Continue the Learning with      
Home Kits 

 
Each household will receive age appropri-
ate materials to continue the learning at 
home. 

 
THREE: 

Experience the Event 
 
Celebrate an event in the shared life of the 
Church community for which all partici-
pants have prepared.  These events could 
be special Masses, sacramental opportuni-
ties, presentations or service projects. 

LOCATION: 

 
All Preparation Sessions will take place at: 

 
Chestnut Hill Community School 

59 State Street, Belchertown, Mass. 
 

Participants arrive in the auditorium for the 
Opening Experience. 

 
 

PREPARATION SESSION TIMES: 
 

 Saturday AM:  9:00–11:30 

 Saturday PM:  6:00–8:30 

 Sunday AM:  9:30–12:00 

 Sunday PM:  5:30–8:00 
 

Please arrive 15 minutes before the scheduled 
times to allow for distribution of home kits. 

 
 

EVENTS: 
 

Each preparation session prepares us for the 
scheduled events, which take place in St. Francis 

Church, unless noted differently. 
 

We ask that participants attend the session that 
they have been assigned. Adjustments can be 

made by calling the Religious Education Office 
at 323-6272, ext. 2. 

 
 

INTERESTED? 
 
If you would like to attend one or more sessions, 

please call the Religious Education Office for 
more details. 

 

 Program Year $70 

 $35 for Seniors 

 Individual Session $12 

 $6 for Seniors 

From: God 

To: You 

 
Subject: R U here? 

 
Let’s Connect Through 

Prayer! 

talk2me 

† FS & HS 



GENERATIONS OF FAITH 

 

Generations of Faith is a new approach to 

faith information that is life-long and inter-

generational.  It is intended to serve the 

whole parish, as everyone learns and grows 

together.  This program will prepare all pa-

rishioners for meaningful participation in 

church events and encourage them to apply 

the learning to their lives as Catholics. 
 
 

 
 

PRAYER: 
A Vital and Personal Relationship 

with the Living and True God. 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church) 

 
The topics of this year’s program will answer 
some of the following questions: 
 

† What is prayer? 

† Why do we do that when we pray? 

† What are some of our traditional prayers? 

† How do I pray the rosary? 

† What is the mass really all about? 

† Why should I practice prayer devotions like 
the Labyrinth Prayer, Lectio Divina, Adora-
tion, The Chaplet of Divine Mercy, and the 
Liturgy of the Hours? 

 
Join us in this year of exploration and connecting 
with God in a deeper way.  

PROGRAM SCHEDULE (cont.) 

 

Preparation Session 4:  January 23/24 
(snow date Jan. 30/31) 

Our Community Prayer: 
The Mass-Liturgy of the Word 

 

A look at the mass’s origins in the early Church - 
from the Entrance procession to the Prayer of the 

Faithful. 
 

Event 4: Blessing of Bibles 
Hosted by 7th & 8th graders. 

 February 6/7; 4 pm & 10:30 am 

 During weekend masses 

 

 

Preparation Session 5:  March 6/7 
(snow date March 13/14) 

Our Community Prayer:  
Mass-Liturgy of Eucharist 

 

This session will cover the parts of the mass from 
the Offertory Collection to the Dismissal Rite. 

 

Event 5: Recognition of 1st 
Communion Candidates 

 March 20/21; 4 pm & 10:30 am  

 During weekend masses 
 

 

Preparation Session 6:  April 10/11 
Prayer Devotions: Adoration - Liturgy of the 
Hours - Lectio Divina - Labyrinth Prayer - 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
 

Attend presentations by guest speakers on three 
of the devotions offered.  

 

Event 6: Prayer Devotions 

 April 25 

 Vesper Service followed by Community Adora-
tion and Benediction hosted by 10th graders in 
the church (5:30-7 pm) 

 Labyrinth Prayer in the Social Center (after 10:30 
am mass until 2 pm; with light refreshments)  

 Group Breaking Open the Word in the Pine 
room with Continental breakfast (after 8 am 
mass) 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

 

Preparation Session 1:  September 12/13 
We are Called to Pray: 

Introduction to the Theme 
 

We will look at answering the 5W’s of prayer: 
what, why, where, when, who and how. 

 

Event 1: Concert 
Hosted by 3rd & 4th graders. This is a ticketed 

event, which will be open to the 
public for a charge. 

 

 Sarah Hart: “Singing is Praying Twice” 

 Saturday, September 19; 7 pm 

 Sunday, September 20; 2 pm 

 In the church 
 

 

Preparation Session 2:  October 17/18 
Praying the Rosary 

 

Participants will learn about the origins of the 
rosary, what it is, and how to pray it.  

 

Event 2: Living Rosary 
Hosted by 5th & 6th graders. This event is sup-

ported by the KofC and will include a dedication 
of the new Memorial to the Unborn.  

 

 October 25; 6 pm 

 On the church grounds 
 
 

Preparation Session 3:  December 5/6 
(snow date Dec. 12/13) 

Common Catholic Prayers & Practices    
 

Traditional prayers of the Church and different 
postures and practices will be the focus of this 

session. 
 

Event 3: Lessons and Carols 
Hosted by 9th graders.  

 

 Sunday, January 3; 2 pm 

 In the church 


