
ST. FRANCIS PARISH BELCHERTOWN 
 

 
 

SATURDAY, August 16, 2008 VIGIL; Twentieth Ordinary 
  Sunday 
 4:00 PM YLucille & Vincent Paul req by M/M Pepin 
  YGaston Dupont req by his wife & family 
SUNDAY, August 17, 2008 Twentieth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 8:00 AM YMitchell & Sally Gonet, Stanley & Mary 
  Czaporowski 
  YLuke Rivers req by Sue & Walter Miffitt 
 10:30 AM YLois Sabadosa req by her husband 
  YJason Misiaszek Birthday Remembrance req by 
  the family 
MONDAY, August 18, 2008 
 8:00 AM YGary Cournoyer 
  YMary McArdle 4th ann req by the family 
TUESDAY, August 19, 2008 
 8:00 AM YNorbert Twarog 
WEDNESDAY, August 20, 2008 
 8:00 AM YAndrew & Anna Fedora, Sr. req by their son, 
  Joseph 
THURSDAY, August 21, 2008 
 8:00 AM YElaine Tovet 2nd ann req by her husband, Everett 
FRIDAY, August 22, 2008 
 8:00 AM YMorning Prayer 
SATURDAY, August 23, 2008 VIGIL: Twenty first Ordinary  
  Sunday 
 4:00 PM YGerald Campion Birthday Remembrance req by  
  the family 
  YBernard Laramee 9th ann req by Simone and 
  children 
SUNDAY, August 24, 2008 Twenty-First Sunday of Ordinary 
  Time 
 8:00 AM YIda Decoteau req by a friend 
  YMonica Romanik req by Agnes Kowal & family 
 10:30 AM YRev Michael McGivney – Families of the KofC 
 

 
 
He said in reply, "It is not right to take the food of the children 
and throw it to the dogs." She said, "Please, Lord, for even the 

dogs eat the scraps that fall from the table of their masters." 
Then Jesus said to her in reply, "O woman, great is your faith! 
Let it be done for you as you wish." And the woman's daughter 

was healed from that hour. 
 -Mt 15:26-28 

 
Readings for August 23-24, 2008 

Is 22:19-23/Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20 

The Pastor’s Thoughts… 
-Last weekend announcements were made in several areas of our 
Diocese regarding Pastoral Planning.  As we face the future with 
the great shift in population numbers in towns and cities, the 
reduced number of clergy and the high cost of maintenance, hard 
decisions have to be made.  As a result, many of our churches are 
facing closure as communities are asked to come together as one.  
The loss of a church building is difficult for it is associated with 
many memories.  Yet, Pope John XXIII once said: “We are not 
here to preserve a museum but to cultivate a garden of faith.”  As 
we read of and experience the closing of church buildings that 
have been dear to us and to our fellow Catholics, we must 
remember that the most important thing is that we continue to 
“cultivate a garden of faith;’ as beautiful and meaningful as some 
churches have been what is most important is the Faith which 
erected them and the Faith that we must sustain and pass on to 
future generations.  May we pray with and for all those who are 
grieving over the decisions that have been made and ask that the 
Holy Spirit continue to enlighten and guide us as we face the 
future of our Church together. 
 
-This coming Tuesday evening, there will be a meeting of our 
Spiritual Life Commission beginning at 6:30PM in the rectory. 
 
-Next Sunday, following the 10:30AM Mass, there will be a 
ceremony of installation for the new leadership of our local council 
of the Knights of Columbus.  The new Grand Knight will be 
Thomas Grady, Deputy Gr. Knight, Francesco Dell’Olio, William 
Bowen, Chancellor; Recorder will be Alfred LeBlanc, Financial 
Secretary, Raymond Fontaine and Treasurer, Michael Griffin.  We 
are indeed blessed by this wonderful organization in our parish and 
I hope many more men of the parish will consider joining. 
 
-Next Saturday, August 23rd in our Annual Tag Sale.  There is no 
way to thank the many individuals who give so much time and 
effort for the success of this fund raiser.  It is the generosity of so 
many who do so much for our parish that keeps us so vibrant and 
active as a community of Faith.  Our Business Manager, Stan 
Wyman has informed me that he expects our heating costs to 
increase by some $16,000 this coming season!  We can all 
appreciate how important this annual Tag Sale is for our financial 
stability.  Thanks for all the help and support. 
 
-The rectory has been without internet access for some two weeks 
now and we have decided to drop our provider “Charter 
Communications” and change to “Verizon,” as we have had no 
help or assistance from “Charter” to correct their system and get us 
running again.   This move will change our internet address so 
please be aware of this coming change and understand why we 
have been unable to answer your e-mails.  Sometimes I wonder if 
all this advancement in technology is really “advancement!”  I 
think “frustration” is more like it. 

The Lord be with you this week, Fr. Vern  

 
A church is a hospital for sinners –  

Not a museum for saints. 
 



TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 
In Gratitude to God for His many gifts, 

the members of this parish have returned 
the following resources in support of the parish 

and its ministries… 
 

 
 
The Sunday Collection for August 9-10 was.................. $6,190.75 
Weekly Sunday Average .................................................. 6,135.29 
Weekly Sunday Goal........................................................ 6,500.00 
Mortgage & Expansion Collection for Aug 3-10 ............. 5,109.00 
Monthly Mortgage & Expansion Goal ..............................6,000.00 
Mortgage & Expansion August Shortfall .............................891.00 
 
Eucharistic Adoration and Visitation - The Adoration Info Line 
number is 323-6272 Extension 6.  Please, always call just before 
coming in for your hour to see if Adoration has been closed due to 
extreme cold or bad weather. The Adoration Chapel (entrance 
around the rear of the church) is open to all parishioners for a visit 
before the Blessed Sacrament. Hours of Adoration are 8:00 AM – 
10:00 PM Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. If you would like to 
be a part of our Adoration program, either as an assigned adorer or 
substitute, please call Pam at 323-7416.The following hours are 
in need of an Adorer: Monday 5:00 – 6:00 PM, Tuesday 9:00 – 
10:00 AM, 1:00 – 2:00 PM and 2:00 – 3:00 PM. 
 
 

 
Weekend of August 23-24, 2008 

 

 
 4:00 PM Campbell 
 8:00 AM Forrest 
 10:30 AM Hume 

 
 4:00 PM Amy, John & Therese Rakouskas, Vanasse, Yvon, 
  Abraham, Beaupre 
 8:00 AM Moran, Ricardi, Tovet, Waniewski, Pat A., Barrett, 
  Crosby 
 10:30 AM Desilets, Fedora, Grooux, Lattrell, Lawrence, Rose, 
  Letendre 

 
 4:00 PM A. Muraczewski, G. & B. Stone 
 8:00 AM John & Justine Holdsworth 
 10:30 AM D., M. & F. Hegarty, H. Barnett 
 
Religious Vocations Corner – Peter received his special call 
when he acknowledged Jesus as Messiah. We who receive Jesus as 
our Lord and Savior also receive a special call, especially if we are 
called to the priesthood or religious life. If you think you have this 
call, call Fr. Gary Dailey at 413-452-0816 or E-Mail: 
g.dailey@diospringfield.org. Please pray for our church, may we 
be open to welcoming people of all cultures and faiths. 
 
The St. Francis of Assisi Food Pantry is in need of condiments 
such as mayonnaise, mustard, relish and ketchup. Once again, 
thank you for responding to our needs. 

 
Brick Corner – We would like to thank the 
following parishioners who have “purchased 
a brick” for our new church, either in their 
name or in the name of a loved one:   
Tom, Eileen & Family – One Brick In 
Memory of Eddy & Emelienne Lapine. 
Thank you for your support and please 

remind your friends that they, also, can “buy a brick”.  They 
are only $10.00 each. 

 
 
 
“Aloha” – The NCYC teens invite you to participate in their 2nd 
annual fundraiser. “The Last Hurrah” – A Hawaiian Family Luau. 
Join us for an afternoon of great music with DJ Scott, lots of fund 
for the children, lawn games, limbo dancing, face painting & 
volleyball. Ham and pineapple kabobs and rice will be available to 
purchase along with other donated goodies. Save the date – 
Sunday, August 24th from 3:00 until 7:00 PM at the Jabish Brook 
Pavilion. Cost is $7.00 adults, $5.00 children 4-12. Tickets will be 
on sale after the weekend masses. Proceeds will help sponsor the 
teens attending the National Catholic Youth Conference in Kansas 
City, November 2009. 
 
Limited Openings at Catholic’s New Campus – Holyoke 
Catholic High School has a limited number of openings in all 
grades for the upcoming 2008-2009 academic year. The school is 
scheduled to open its doors at their new Chicopee location on 
Springfield Street next Wednesday, August 27th. Anyone who is 
interested in enrolling their child for this school year or who would 
like additional information, contact Theresa Zaborowski, 
Admissions Director at 413-467-2477 Ext 172. Catholic is a small, 
college prep high school committed to academic excellence and 
teaches gospel values within a nurturing Catholic environment. 
 
Mater Dolorosa Church, Holyoke will host its Summer Festival 
at the Parish Center, 67 St. Kolbe Drive this Saturday and Sunday, 
August 16th & 17th from 11:00 AM to 7:00 PM each day. Featured 
will be a Polish-American kitchen, games of chance, parish raffle, 
giant tag sale, prizes, gift baskets, a super 50/50, and a bounce 
house for the children, as well as other surprises. Plenty of free 
parking. 
 

 
Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we welcome into our parish 
family: 

Luke Matthew Dudek 
Edward Daniel Szostek 

May their parents and godparents, by word and example, bring 
them up to know, love and serve God in this life, so they may be 
happy with Him forever in the life to come. 
 



AUGUST 17, 2008 
 

Michael Sweeney Prayer Line 
From August 4th through August 11th, 2008 the following intentions 
were added to our already long list of requests for prayers. Won’t 
you please join us in praying for them all. 
Thanksgiving for prayers answered for recovery for James. 
A renewed intention for Bob 
For successful medical procedure for Ann 8/11/08  
For successful surgery for Beth Buczko 8/4 and a rapid recovery 
For healing of bronchitis for Mel 
Prayers are asked for Liz for healing of her back 
For successful surgery for Irene P. 8/5, and good results 
For healing of a back injury for Stanley 
For Kirk B. good test results, successful treatment and healing 
For a young man who has been injured in an accident 
Prayers for healing of recurring cancer for Lucille 
For A.V. healing and improved spirits 
For good test results for Mary Hankinson 
A successful solution to a financial problem for Theresa 
For successful surgery for Sandy B. 8/11/08  
Renewed prayers for David C. for healing and relief of pain 
Thanksgiving for the life of Margaret Ann Santaniello. Please pray 
for the repose of her soul and for her family and friends in their 
bereavement. 
Thanksgiving for all God’s Graces and His answers to the requests 
of the prayer line. If you would like to have the prayer line 
members pray for you or a loved one, please call Chris McGinnis, 
323-6622, Louise Groux, 323-4046 or Marion Masse, 323-7169. 
 
The 19th Annual Cathedral Golf Classic to benefit the students of 
Cathedral High School will be held on Friday, September 5th at 
Franconia Golf Course and Veteran’s Memorial Golf Course. Entry 
fee: $125.00 per golfer. Reception to follow at the Elk’s Lodge #61, 
440 Tiffany St., Springfield. For more information please contact 
Ellen Gallivan ’65 at Cathedral High 782-5282 ext 115. 
 
Liturgical Publications, Inc., our publisher, will have a sales 
representative available this week, August 18th through August 22nd. 
for those interested in placing a new ad. This is your opportunity to 
secure a space for the new publication year. To place your ad, 
please contact the sales person listed on the ad page or our office. 
We would like to thank our present advertisers for renewing their 
ad. Keep in mind; our advertising sponsors make this publication 
possible. 
 
 

Anniversary Mass for 
Married Couples 
Bishop Timothy A. 
McDonnell cordially 
invites all married 
couples celebrating any 
significant wedding 
anniversary in 2008 to 

a special Anniversary Mass and Reception on October 19th at 2:00 
PM, Cathedral of St. Michael the Archangel, Springfield. Many 
couples celebrating 25th and 50th anniversaries attend every year, 
but any couples wishing to remember their anniversary with this 
special liturgy are invited. Please notify your parish office (323-
6272 ext 1) of your name and address and number of years before 
September 15th to receive a personal invitation. 
 


