ST. FRANCIS PARISH

BELCHERTOWN

MASS INTENTIONS

SATURDAY, July 12, 2008 VIGIL: Fifteenth Ordinary Sunday
4:00 PM FGasper DeSantis, Sr. req by the family
¥ David Barrett req by the family
SUNDAY, July 13, 2008 Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM i Stephen Nikodem req by the family
i Peter Pelc req by Bob & Elizabeth Pelott
10:30 AM T Lester & Janina Olearczyk req by Ann Nowak &

family
i Anastasia Hannah req by the family
MONDAY, July 14, 2008
8:00 AM FPeter Adzima req by Gloria Adzima
TUESDAY, July 15, 2008
8:00 AM FFor More Vocations & for our Seminarians
i Robert Camerlin req by Spriritual Life Commission
WEDNESDAY, July 16, 2008
8:00 AM  dStanley Moskal
THURSDAY, July 17, 2008

8:00 AM FMitchell & Sally Gonet, Stanley & Mary Czaporowski
4 Claire Panda 2™ ann req by David Momnie &
family
FRIDAY, July 18, 2008
8:00 AM FMorning Prayer

SATURDAY, July 19, 2008 VIGIL: Sixteenth Ordinary Sunday
4:00 PM FPepin Family req by Murray & Pepin families
7 Vera Wallace req by Alice & Fred Piechota
SUNDAY, July 20, 2008 Sixteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time
8:00 AM i Anthony Cartelli req by Gloria Cartelli
10:30 AM ¥ Laurie Como 16™ ann req by her family
T Anastasia Hannah req by the family

""The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the word, but
then worldly anxiety and the lure of riches choke the word and it
bears no fruit. But the seed sown on rich soil is the one who
hears the word and understand it, who indeed bears fruit and
yields a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold."

- Mt13:22-23

Readings for July 19-20, 2008
Wis 12:14, 16-19/Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43

Religious Vocations Corner — Paul assures us that the Holy Spirit
helps us in our weakness. Ask the Spirit then, what you are to do
with your life. Is it possible that you are being called to the
priesthood or religious life? If so, call Fr. Gary Dailey at 413-452-
0816 or E-Mail: g.dailey@diospringfield.org. Please pray for
parents and teachers, may they cultivate a positive attitude about a
vocation to ordained ministry and consecrated life.

The Pastor’s Thoughts...

-As pastor I must say I was delighted by the attendance at Masses
last weekend. It was summer as well as a holiday weekend and yet
so many were with us to give thanks and praise to God. In a
similar way it was so nice to greet many guests to our community
and to extend a hand of welcome. I hope you noted that number
found in the special insert last week 410-676-6000 will give you a
church and Mass time anywhere in the country or you can go on
line at www.parishesonline.com Enjoy your vacation and take the
Lord with you!

-If you noticed, two flowering trees have been planted on each side
of the statue of the Blessed Mother to the right of our church. One
was given by this year’s First Communion children and the
matching tree has been given as a gift of Anita Deblois and Sons,
Paul & Robert in memory of their husband and father Paul. We
are indeed grateful for these gifts which will continue to grow and
enhance the beauty of our property for years to come.

-A word of thanks to the 242 of our households who have
contributed to the Annual Catholic Appeal. The overall Appeal
presently stands at $2,700,000.00, close to its goal of $2.9 million.
Our 242 contributors have given a total of $27,114 towards our
parish goal of $37,000. Know how much your care and generous
concern for the needs of those who will benefit from this Appeal
are deeply appreciated. Without this help and support so many
great needs would not be met and responded to. Thank you!

-It is interesting that the above number of donors represents, in
many ways, the 1/3 of our membership that actively supports our
parish each week. This 1/3 seems to hold true throughout our
churches at large; 1/3 support the parish. As weekly contributors,
you are indeed carrying a great financial responsibility. Some
think that our parishes are supported by the “Diocese” or even the
“Vatican”; the reverse is true. The parish has only its weekly
donations to meet its running expenses such as salaries, electric,
water, supplies and heat, etc. This last one, “heat” in terms of “o0il”
is making me quite nervous as we face the coming winter as I
know you are yourselves. If you have a good idea as to how to get
our other 2/3 to help us all in paying our common expenses, |
would love to hear from you. We all want to have our parish here
when it comes to Baptisms, First Communions, Confirmation,
Marriages, Funerals, Religious Education, Christmas and Easter
celebrations, but there is a cost to keeping it here and going. My
prayer is that we will all support our parish as our means allow and
if this support came from every member it would be a lot easier on
all of us. Do help in getting this word out.

-For those who would like to participate in a Novena to St. Anne,
the Shrine in Fiskdale, MA will be hosting one from July 18 — 26™.
It begins on the 18" with confessions at 6:30PM followed by the
Rosary Procession at 7PM and the Novena Mass at 7:30PM.
Different priests will preside over the Novena each day.

Holy Rosary in Hadley will be hosting a “Natural Family
Planning” panel on Thursday, July 24™ from 7-8:30PM. RSVP to
RELEDUMHR @yahoo.com or the parish office at 584-1326.

God Bless You! Fr. Vern



FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

In Gratitude to God for His many gifts,
the members of this parish have returned
the following resources in support of the parish
and its ministries...

The Sunday Collection for July 5-6 was ...........c.ccocu...... $7,706.25
Weekly Sunday AVErage........ccceeeevveecververeereeneenneenens 7,706.25
Weekly Sunday Goal........c.ccceeverienieniinieiie e 6,500.00
Mortgage & Expansion Collection for July 6................... 4,133.00
Monthly Mortgage & Expansion Goal.........c..ccccceevuenenne. 6,000.00
Mortgage & Expansion July Shortfall..........c..ccccceeennne 1,867.00

Eucharistic Adoration and Visitation - The Adoration Info Line
number is 323-6272 Extension 6. Please, always call just before
coming in for your hour to see if Adoration has been closed due to
extreme cold or bad weather. The Adoration Chapel (entrance
around the rear of the church) is open to all parishioners for a visit
before the Blessed Sacrament. Hours of Adoration are 8:00 AM —
10:00 PM Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. If you would like to
be a part of our Adoration program, either as an assigned adorer or
substitute, please call Pam at 323-7416.The following hours are
in need of an Adorer: Monday 5:00 — 6:00 PM, Tuesday 9:00 —
10:00 AM, 1:00 —2:00 PM and 2:00 — 3:00 PM.

iturniral Roles

Weekend of July 19-20, 2008

Yectors
4:00 PM McKeon
8:00 AM Forrest
10:30 AM  Desilets

Ministers of the Zucharist

4:00 PM Buczko, Couture, Lemire, Racine, Symanczyk, Cote,
Carney
8:00 AM Ricardi, Tovet, Waniewski, Barrett, Crosby, Dubois,
Pat A.,
10:30 AM Fedora, Groux, Lattrell, Lawrence, Letendre, Rose,
Slate

Altar Servers

4:00 PM S. & M. Zoufaly, B. Rogers
8:00 AM L., R. & N., Gousy, C. Dalton
10:30 AM D., M. & F. Hegarty, H. Barnett

“Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
it.” Sometimes, as much as we love each other, it seems like the
thorns of life are choking our marriage and family. Take time to
kill the thorns by taking time for your Sacramental marriage. The
next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends in New England
are July 18-20, September 19-21, and October 17-19. For more
information call Ray & Beth Ginepro at 1-800-710-WWME or
visit our web page at www.wwmeMA.org.

The St. Francis of Assisi food Pantry is in need of canned meats
—tuna, ham, and/or chicken. Thank you for remembering those
in need.

Brick Corner — We would like to thank the
following parishioners who have “purchased
a brick” for our new church, either in their
name or in the name of a loved one:

Mary R. Austin — One Brick In Memory of
Josephine Lesniak. Mary R. & Rosemary
Austin — One Brick In Memory of Edward

Pratt.
Thank you for your support and please remind your friends that
they, also, can “buy a brick”. They are only $10.00 each.

Our Lady of the Angels SFO will be meeting in the Tovet Room
this Sunday July 13™ at 1:30 PM. We will be starting a new
formation group for all those interested in finding out more about
SFO. For inquiry please call Lynn at 323-5537.

Results from our Generations of Faith end-of-year evaluation.
The information from our survey has been collated and we are
proud to report a year of successful learning about the Sacraments
by participants of all ages. The good news is that families and
individuals are growing in faith together. Please give some
consideration to joining us next season. This program is for
everyone. We will be studying the Creed next year. Watch for your
registration mailing in late July. To see the survey results go to our
parish website — www.stfrancisbtown.org. Access the survey two
ways — “What’s New” page, click on link 2007-2008 GofF survey
or “Religious Education” page — click on GofF Program
Evaluation link.

WEB Designer needed — St. Francis Parish is in need of a Web
designer to redesign our Parish Web Site. Our web site is
currently designed using Frontpage and in late August Frontpage
Extensions will no longer be supported by our server provider.
Therefore, we are looking for someone who would be willing to
redesign and convert our current site. If this is something you’re

interested in doing, email webminister@stfrancisbtown.org. by
July 21%,

Mass of Healing — Fr. Richard MacAlear will be here on Monday,
July 28™ at 7 PM to celebrate Mass and offer individual prayers
following Mass. Invite a friend or relative and come feel the
peace, love and healing of Jesus. All are welcome. If you have
any questions, please call Pam at 323-7416

Parish Festival:  Sacred Heart of Jesus, Franklin Street,
Easthampton. Sunday, August 3, 12-6 PM. Polka Mass at 11:00.
Eddie Forman Orchestra 1-6. Enjoy our traditional Polish and
American Cuisines. $1,750 main raffle. Lots of games, raffles,
door prizes and games of chance. Free admission. Free & ample
parking. All are welcome.

Carish
Secretary

The Business Office of the Rectory
will be closed from Thursday, July 17"
through Friday, July 25™ for a vacation
break. The Business Office will reopen
on Monday July 28" from 8:30 AM
until 1:00 PM. If you have an emergency and need immediate
assistance from the business office please call Pat Akins at 323-
5012. Thank you.



JULY 13, 2008

Michael Sweeney Prayer Line
From June 30" through July 6, 2008 the following intentions were
added to our already long list of requests for prayers. Won’t you
please join us in praying for them all.
Prayers are asked for David for successful healing
Thanksgiving for successful biopsy results for Pat
Prayers are requested for Roy P. who broke his rib in a fall
A very special intention for Alice for a successful procedure and
relief of pain
A special intention for healing for Laura Bishop
For Jenny Kimball for successful back surgery
Thanksgiving for prayers answered for Mary and prayers are asked
for continued healing
For Diane B. that a suitable donor will be found for a successful
kidney transplant for complete healing
Prayers are asked for Ed for healing
For Phyllis who is in intensive care after a heart attack
A special intention for successful surgery for Alice, 7/7 and
complete healing
For a safe and enjoyable trip to Mexico for Sarah and Elena
For successful surgery for Cynthia P. 7/9 and prayers asked for
healing
A very special intention for Louise
Thanksgiving for the lives of Lorraine Moriatry, Robert Camerlin,
Mary Lewis and Donna W’s grandmother. Please pray for the
repose of their souls for their families and friends in their
bereavement.
Thanksgiving for all God’s Graces and His answers to the requests
of the prayer line. If you would like to have the prayer line
members pray for you or a loved one, please call Chris McGinnis,
323-6622, Louise Groux, 323-4046 or Marion Masse, 323-7169.

The 28" Annual Polish-American Festival will be held at the
Immaculate Conception Parish grounds, 25 Parker St., Indian
Orchard on July 19™ & 20", Festival opens after the 4:00 PM Polka
Mass on Saturday, grounds open 12:00 Noon Sunday. Polish &
American food, games for young & old, dancing to Polka bands.

Pastoral Council Executive Summary
of the June 3", 2008 Pastoral Council Meeting
The council made special note of the principle that the needs of the
parish community as a whole supersede the needs of any individual
organization or commission when it comes to use of parish spaces
(e.g., Tovet Room). Then new council members were welcomed
and outgoing members were thanked for their years of service. A
summary of the results of the Generations of Faith survey was
given. Details of the parish picnic (June 22™) were discussed. In
October, we agreed to discuss pastoral council elections (and the
structure of the pastoral council). Everett Hume will share
information on different pastoral council models. Other items
covered included an evening of spiritual reflection in September for
council and commission members and all parish volunteers; a
possible speaking on social justice; the tag sale, and the aesthetics
of the vinyl sign over the social center doors. Previous executive
summaries can be found on our Web site at
www.stfrancisbtown.org/pastoralcouncilsummaries.htm. In
addition, all Council and Commission agendas and meeting minutes
can be found on the Web site by visiting the “Pastoral Council”

page.




