ST. FRANCIS PARISH

BELCHERTOWN

MASS INTENTIONS

SATURDAY, July 5, 2008 VIGIL: Fourteenth Ordinary Sunday
8:00 AM Y Souls in Purgatory req by Mary Yando
4:00 PM YWanda Adamczyk req by M/M Robert Allard
YRichard Crevier req by Murray & Pepin Families
SUNDAY, July 6, 2008 Fourteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time

8:00 AM YRev John J. Ayers
10:30 AM YEdward Lattrell, Sr. 8" ann req by son Edward
YDenis Godbout req by Johanna Menard and
Family
MONDAY, July 7, 2008
8:00 AM YFor all of Father Vern’s Intentions

TUESDAY, July 8, 2008
8:00 AM YDeceased members of the Leo DeBlois family
WEDNESDAY, July 9, 2008
8:00 AM YFrances Pierrepont req by Katrina
THURSDAY, July 10, 2008
8:00 AM YMorning Prayer
FRIDAY, July 11, 2008
8:00 AM YMorning Prayer
SATURDAY, July 12, 2008 VIGIL: Fifteenth Ordinary Sunday
4:00 PM Y Gasper DeSantis, Sr. req by the family
YDavid Barrett req by the family
SUNDAY, July 13, 2008 Fifteen Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM Y Stephen Nikodem req by the family
10:30 AM YLester & Janina Olearczyk req by Ann Nowak &
family
Y Anastasia Hannah req by the family

""Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and | will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for |
am meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest for
yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light."
- Mt11:28-30

Readings for July 12-13, 2008
Is 55:10-11/Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-9

Religious Vocations Corner — The Lord is the sower of seeds of
vocations to priesthood and religious life. By prayer and a spirit of
generosity, be encouraged to offer your talents and abilities. If you
feel God may be calling you to a church vocation, call Fr. Gary
Dailey at 413-452-0816 or E-Mail: g.dailey@diospringfield.org.
Please pray for ministers of care, may they find strength in Jesus as
they seek to serve others.

The Pastor’s Thoughts...

-When 1 was a newly ordained priest, the rectory’s Irish
housekeeper used to say on the 4™ of July: “Well, that’s the end of
summer!” Funny the things you never forget. I hope you enjoy
these wonderful days, your vacations and the special times they
afford to be with family and friends. Life passes ever so quickly,
enjoy the summer and create wonderful memories to be reflected
upon and treasured.

-I want to call your attention to the fact that our parish web site —
www.stfrancisbtown.org — has a summation of all the evaluations
received regarding our past Generations of Faith program on the
Sacraments. I hope many who participated, as well as those who
haven’t will take some time to read through this information. The
positive and constructive comments received speak to the
effectiveness and the benefit of this manner of educating all of us
in the Faith; young and old. Faith is a journey of life and we all
need to keep learning about it and gaining new insight into it. It
really is not enough to simply come to worship - we have to
appreciate more and more Who we worship and what our God
expects of us in this ever changing world.

In September our Generations of Faith Program will explore our
CREED - Just what do we believe in as Catholics. So often we
find ourselves at a loss to discuss our Faith with others, let alone to
explain it. This is a great opportunity to give yourself the insight
and the tools to stand up for what you believe and to be able to
express it to others. If you have not, as yet, participated in this
program, think about doing so, particularly our older and retired
members. Remember we are never too young or too old to learn!

-Speaking of learning, St. John’s in Ludlow will be offering
“Justfaith”, a great learning adventure into the 7 principles of
Catholic Social Justice. What is our responsibility toward the
poor? How do we become people who really care for and act on
behalf of the poor and vulnerable? This program is designed to
empower and transform participants so that they can become
voices for the voiceless and agents of God’s good news to the
poor. For information call Gloria Bourbeau at 413-589-0644

-Congratulations and prayerful best wishes to Gino Fugazzi and
Joyce McKillop Zippilli and to Sean Patrick Harrington and Molly
Elizabeth Desroches who will celebrate the Sacrament of Christian
Marriage here next Saturday. May the Lord bless them in their
marriage.

-The Open Window Book & Gift Shop in Chicopee center is
closing. This is indeed a great loss as they have provided for our
Catholic needs for many years. There will be a 50% off sale there
beginning on July 7™. This would be a great opportunity to
purchase summer reading or gifts for next year’s First Communion
— Confirmation season.
God bless you this week!

Fr. Vern

“Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass...
it’s about learning how to dance in the rain!!!”
- Unknown



FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

In Gratitude to God for His many gifts,
the members of this parish have returned
the following resources in support of the parish
and its ministries...

The Sunday Collection for June 28-29 was ................... $6,086.35
Weekly Sunday AVErage........ccceeeevveecververeereeneenneenens 6,080.76
Weekly Sunday Goal........c.ccceeverienieniinieiie e 6,500.00
Mortgage & Expansion Collection for June 1-29............. 6,179.00
Monthly Mortgage & Expansion Goal.........c..ccccceevuenenne. 6,000.00
Mortgage & Expansion OVerage.........c..ceceeevevenereneneennnn 179.00
Peter’s PENCE ..ccoooeeeeeiieeee e 1,463.70

Eucharistic Adoration and Visitation - The Adoration Info Line
number is 323-6272 Extension 6. Please, always call just before
coming in for your hour to see if Adoration has been closed due to
extreme cold or bad weather. The Adoration Chapel (entrance
around the rear of the church) is open to all parishioners for a visit
before the Blessed Sacrament. Hours of Adoration are 8:00 AM —
10:00 PM Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. If you would like to
be a part of our Adoration program, either as an assigned adorer or
substitute, please call Pam at 323-7416.The following hours are
in need of an Adorer: Monday 5:00 — 6:00 PM, Tuesday 9:00 —
10:00 AM, 1:00 —2:00 PM and 2:00 — 3:00 PM.

iturniral Roles

Weekend of July 12-14, 2008

-
flectors
4:00 PM Campbell
8:00 AM Crosby
10:30 AM Dell’Olio
Ministers of the Zucharist
4:00 PM A., J. & T. Rakouskas, Vanasse, Yvon, Abraham,
Beaupre
Crosby, Dubois, Fontaine, Kielbasa, Miffitt, Moran,
McGinnis,
10:30 AM Rose, Slate, Tyler, Adams, Belanger, Cominoli, Desilets

Altar Servers

4:00 PM C. Benoit, T. & R. Lewis, M. Sugrue
8:00 AM B. Dubois & F. Muraczewski
10:30 AM C. & S. Grady, A. Young

8:00 AM

“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give
you rest.” Do not burden, for God knows that you want to have
peace and love in your marriage. The next Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekends in New England are July 18-20; September
19-21 and October 17-19. For more information call Ray & Beth
Ginepro at 1-800-710-WWME or visit our web page at
www.wwmeMA.org.

The St. Francis of Assisi food Pantry is in need of
Hamburger/Tuna Helper and boxed pasta dishes. We are very
grateful to all who donate items to keep the Pantry supplied

Brick Corner — We would like to thank the
following parishioners who have “purchased
a brick” for our new church, either in their
name or in the name of a loved one:

No Bricks were purchased during this period.

Thank you for your support and please
remind your friends that they, also, can “buy a
brick”. They are only $10.00 each.

Results from our Generations of Faith end-of-year evaluation.
The information from our survey has been collated and we are
proud to report a year of successful learning about the Sacraments
by participants of all ages. The good news is that families and
individuals are growing in faith together. Please give some
consideration to joining us next season. This program is for
everyone. We will be studying the Creed next year. Watch for your
registration mailing in late July. To see the survey results go to our
parish website — www.stfrancisbtown.org. Access the survey two
ways — “What’s New” page, click on link 2007-2008 GofF survey
or “Religious Education” page — click on GofF Program
Evaluation link.

Springfield Rescue Mission’s “Back to School Supplies” Drive
is on. The purpose of this drive is to collect NEW school supplies
to provide needy, inner city school children with necessary school
items i.e., back packs, glue sticks, calculators, pencils/pencil cases,
pens, highlighters, erasers, rulers-plastic, markers, crayons,
binders, notebooks (marble), assignment pads, notebook paper,
pocket folders, etc. Please bring your donations to the Springfield
Rescue Mission before August 16™. For more information, contact
Julie at 413-732-0808 ext 114.

The 28™ Annual Polish-American Festival will be held at the
Immaculate Conception Parish grounds, 25 Parker St., Indian
Orchard on July 19™ & 20" Festival opens after the 4:00 PM
Polka Mass on Saturday, grounds open 12:00 Noon Sunday. Polish
& American food, games for young & old, dancing to Polka bands.

DON’T FORGET — Our Annual Parish Tag Sale: August 23"
Drop off dates to the Pine Room are August 1* to August 18™. No
donations can be accepted after August 18", We need many
volunteers to make this sale as successful as last year. Items we
cannot accept are: air conditioners, books (except children’s
books) computers, console stereos, dehumidifiers, gas grills,
hazardous materials, insecticides, mattresses, microwave ovens,
old records, paint, pesticides, propane tanks, skis, sofas, tires,
TV’s, and all compressed gas items. If you have or know of any
storage space please call David at 323-6747.

Bereavement Group — If you have lost a spouse, family member
or someone close to you, the Bereavement Group at St. Francis is a
place of quiet confidential discussion among others who have
suffered loss. Come, tell us, share your loss or just sit and listen.
There are no requirements or dues. Everyone is welcome. It is a
special, non-judgmental place where people listen and care. We
meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7PM in the
Tovet Room at the church.



JULY 6, 2008

Michael Sweeney Prayer Line
From June 24" through June 30", 2008 the following intentions
were added to our already long list of requests for prayers. Won’t
you please join us in praying for them all.
For a safe surgical procedure for Ann Marie 6/24 and complete
healing
A special intention for a successful mastectomy 7/3 and complete
healing
Continued prayers for healing for Mary Y.
Good results from a procedure for Maggie 6/27
Prayers for a couple during a difficult time
A special intention for healing for Jennie W., a 19 year old with
multiple ailments
For a safe vacation for 34 members of a family going on an Alaskan
cruise 6/26
Thanksgiving for prayers answered for Guy and continued prayers
are requested for additional healing
For healing for Barbara M.
Prayers are asked for successful cancer surgery for Virginia P. 7/1
and for healing
For a safe pregnancy and delivery of a healthy baby for Gina
Prayers are asked for a woman for relief of pain
For Ray Couture for healing
A special intention for Joe J., diagnosed with throat cancer
For a healthy pregnancy for Sarah
A renewed intention for Nathan for complete recovery after surgery
God’s blessing is asked for Mark Glover as he is ordained to the
priesthood
For Mary hospitalized for answers for a stomach problem
Thanksgiving for the lives of Vanessa Kotowski and Daniel
Symanczyk. Please pray for the repose of their souls and for their
families and friends in their bereavement.
Thanksgiving for all God’s Graces and His answers to the requests
of the prayer line. If you would like to have the prayer line
members pray for you or a loved one, please call Chris McGinnis,
323-6622, Louise Groux, 323-4046 or Marion Masse, 323-7169.

Prayer Shawl Ministry — If you know of someone who is ill or is
mourning the loss of a loved one and would appreciate prayer
support and the gift of a homemade shawl Please call Pat
Antonovitch at 323-7735 or Judy Dudek at 323-4339.

Bereavement Group — If you have lost a spouse, family member or
someone close to you, the Bereavement Group at St. Francis is a
place of quiet confidential discussion among others who have
suffered loss. Come, tell us, share your loss or just sit and listen.
There are no requirements or dues. Everyone is welcome. It is a
special, non-judgmental place where people listen and care. We
meet on the Ist and 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7PM in the
Tovet Room at the church.

@a 0 The Business Office of the Rectory

r|Sh will be closed from Thursday, July

17" through Friday, July 25™ for a

Sec retary vacation break. The Business

Office will reopen on Monday July

28" from 8:30 AM until 1:00 PM. If you have an emergency and

need immediate assistance from the business office please call Pat
Akins at 323-5012. Thank you.



