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ST. FRANCIS PARISH BELCHERTOWN 
 

 
 

SATURDAY, June 6, 2009 VIGIL: The Most Holy Trinity 
 8:00 AM Souls in Purgatory req by Mary Yando 
 4:00 PM Delores Ronnau req by the McNamara Children 
  For My Parents req by Beverly Maher 
SUNDAY, June 7, 2009 The Most Holy Trinity 
 8:00 AM Anna Antonovitch Birthday Remembrance req  
  by Pat & Stanley Antonovitch 
  George Opalenik req by John & Irene Bachand 
 10:30 AM George Opalenik req by Louise & Bill Groux 
  Carole Kamins req by the French Family 
MONDAY, June 8, 2009 
 8:00 AM Frances Trudeau req by Spiritual Life Comm 
TUESDAY, June 9, 2009 
 8:00 AM Raymond “Jim” Phaneuf 50th ann req by the  
  Phaneuf family 
  Mark Michael, Jr. req by Theresa & David  
  Pierrepont 
WEDNESDAY, June 10, 2009 
 8:00 AM For our Seminarians and an increase in vocations  
  in the Springfield Diocese req by Rita Gallagher 
  Charles L. Scherpa 52nd ann req by the family 
THURSDAY, June 11, 2009 
 8:00 AM Morning Prayer 
FRIDAY, June 12, 2009 
 8:00 AM Morning Prayer 
SATURDAY, June 13, 2009 VIGIL: Most Holy Body & Blood of  
  Christ 
 4:00 PM  Milton St. Mary req by his wife 
  Pepin family req by Bob, Minnie, Mare & Don 
SUNDAY, June 14, 2009 The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 
 8:00 AM Marion Viglione req by the family 
  George Opalenik req by John & Irene Bachand 
 10:30 AM John & Helen Wallace req by Lee Wallace 
  George Opalenik req by Jeanne Wadsworth 
 

 
 
"Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 

you always, until the end of the age." 
 - Mt 28:19-20 

Readings for June 13-14, 2009 
Ex 24:3-8/Heb 9:11-15/Mk 14:12-16, 22-26 

 
Religious Vocation Corner – God, the Father, Creator.  God the 
Son, Redeemer.  God the Holy Spirit, Sanctifier.  When we “go out 
to make disciples of all nations,” we have a lot to tell!  God is 
present everywhere.  Would you be willing to proclaim the truth of 
God’s love and presence in your life as a priest or religious?  If so, 
call Fr. Gary Dailey at 413-452-0816 or E-Mail: 
g.dailey@diospringfield.org. 

The Pastor’s Thoughts… 
-What an incredible month of May it was for us here at St. Francis!  
How blessed we were to have such beautiful celebrations of First 
Eucharist and Confirmation.  I must say I was deeply proud of our 
Confirmation candidates and impressed with the most reverent 
way they participated in the various aspects of the celebration.  
Again, to everyone who worked to make all these celebrations so 
meaningful and beautiful, “Thank, you!” 
 
-A note of thanks to Bruce Wallace for putting our baby grand 
piano in the church on a dolly which makes for moving it a much 
simpler task.  Likewise a note of thanks to our volunteer gardeners 
and church cleaners who do such wonderful work in providing us 
with such a beautiful and well maintained church and grounds. 
 
-For those who might be looking for something special to do this 
summer, Fr. Warren Savage is offering a weekend guided silent 
retreat at Genesis Spiritual Life Center in Westfield, July 17-19th.  
For information and registration call Genesis at 413-562-3627. 
 
-Quaboag Valley Hospice will be hosting their 21st Annual 
Memorial Service at 11AM on Saturday, June 27th at Pulaski Park 
on Belchertown Rd. in Three Rivers.  All are invited to attend. 
 
-On June 14th, the Feast of Corpus Christi, the annual procession 
for vocations will take place in Ludlow from noon to 3PM.  The 
procession will start from Christ the King Church in Ludlow. 
 
-This past Tuesday evening we had our last Pastoral Council 
meeting for the season; we resume in September.  Dr. Paul Pierce 
will continue to serve as chair and Debbie Fish as vice-chair for 
the coming year.  We look forward to welcoming our new 
volunteers to the various commissions and to the ideas and energy 
they will bring with them.  On Tuesday evening, October 6th at 
7PM we will have our annual ministries Mass and commissioning 
for all who volunteer their services to the parish in any way.  Msgr. 
Leo Leclerc has accepted our invitation to be the celebrant and 
homilist for this celebration. 
 
-A word of congratulations to our College Graduates as well as a 
“welcome home.”  May the Holy Spirit continue to guide you as 
you embrace the future which lies before you.  Be proud of your 
achievement, believe in yourself and be grateful to all those who 
have assisted and supported you along the way to where you are. 
 
-Unfortunately, over the past weeks many of our members have 
been dealing with serious illness.  Please keep them in prayer as 
we ask the Lord to lay His healing hand upon them. 

God Bless you this week and always, Fr. Vern 
 
Pro-life Corner:  Stem cell research opens new prospects for 
regenerative medicine and is morally permissible when it uses 
stem cells taken from adult organisms, but not when it takes cells 
from human embryos because that invariably causes their death. 
(The Dignity of a Person, Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith, 12-08) 
 
“The eleven disciples went to Galilee…” – From today’s Gospel, 
Matthew 28.  The twelfth disciple took his life in despair.  Assist those 
in crises, those with unwanted pregnancies, mental or terminal illness, 
victims of injustice.  Let them know that their hope is in Jesus.   
 



MOST HOLY TRINITY 
 

 
In Gratitude to God for His many gifts, 

the members of this parish have returned 
the following resources in support of the parish 

and its ministries… 
 

 
 
The Sunday Collection for May 30-31was..................... $6,022.15 
Weekly Sunday Average .................................................. 6,432.45 
Weekly Sunday Goal ........................................................ 6,500.00 
Mortgage & Expansion Collection for May 3-31............. 6,525.50 
Monthly Mortgage & Expansion Goal ..............................6,000.00 
Monthly Mortgage & Expansion May overage ....................525.50 
 
Eucharistic Adoration and Visitation - The Adoration Info Line 
number is 323-6272 Extension 6.  Please, always call just before 
coming in for your hour to see if Adoration has been closed due to 
extreme cold or bad weather. The Adoration Chapel (entrance 
around the rear of the church) is open to all parishioners for a visit 
before the Blessed Sacrament. Hours of Adoration are 8:00 AM – 
10:00 PM Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. If you would like to 
be a part of our Adoration program, either as an assigned adorer or 
substitute, please call Pam at 323-7416.  The following hours are 
in need of an Adorer:  Monday 1:00 – 2:00 PM; Tuesday 12 
Noon – 1:00 PM and Tuesday 1:00 – 2:00 PM. 
 
 

 
Weekend of June 13-14, 2009 

 

 
 4:00 PM McKeon 
 8:00 AM Forrest 
 10:30 AM Abuselmi & Roux 

 
 4:00 PM Richard & Leslie Zlotnik, Amy, John & Theresa  
  Rakouskas, Yvon, Pat A. 
 8:00 AM Coty, Fontaine, Barrett, Kielbasa, McGinnis, Miffitt,  
  Moran 
 10:30 AM Dell’Olio, Desilets, Fedora, Groux, Gary & Linda  
  Racicot, Belanger 

 
 4:00 PM T. & R. Lewis, M. & H. Sugrue 
 8:00 AM S. & R. Forrest 
 10:30 AM C. Grady, M. & F. Hegarty 
 
 
Altar Server Training:  If you would like to know more about 
being an altar server, bring your parent(s) and yourselves to a 
meeting on Wednesday June 17th @ 6:30 PM at the church.  If you 
cannot make the meeting and/or have any questions before the 
meeting call Therese Rakouskas at 323-8749.  Hope to see you 
there! 
 
The St. Francis of Assisi Food Pantry is in need of condiments 
such as mayonnaise, mustard, relish, and ketchup.  Once again, 
thank you for responding to our needs. 

 
Brick Corner – We would like to thank the 
following parishioners who have “purchased 
a brick” for our new church, either in their 
name or in the name of a loved one. Charlotte 
Cook – One Brick In Memory of Herschel 
Jackson. Thank you for your support and 
please remind your friends that they, also, can 

“buy a brick”.  They are only $10.00 each. 
 
 
 
At this year’s vacation Bible School Kids will go WILD for God.  

Join us for a three day adventure: 
WHAT:  Safari Bible School 
WHEN: July 6th 8th 10th, 2009 
WHERE: St. Francis Church grounds 
TIME: 9:00-12:00 
COST: $15.00 a day 
HAPPENINGS:  Kids will be 

assigned to a Safari Crew of five where each day they will learn 
Bible stories, listen to roaring music, make critter crafts and learn 
some wild games.  The wild ones will be fed theme snacks. 
Registrations will begin after Mass in June or you may pre-register 
your child by calling Deb Robinson at 544-1201.  All proceeds will 
benefit our NCYC Teen Team. 
 
Sunday Obligation – Sunday has always been a special day for 
Christians.  Each Sunday has always been seen as a “mini-Easter.”  
On the first day of the week we are called to prayer and to rest – to 
keep the day holy by our worship together and to take time from 
our regular activity to be re-created.  Both our prayer and our rest 
can remind us to put things in proper perspective:  God is our 
Creator, the source of the world we live in.  How easily we become 
enmeshed in the created and forget the Creator!  Sunday is a time 
to be refreshed, to rejoice, to rest.  Remember the phrase:  “servile 
work”?  Well, we are not supposed to do any of that on Sunday.  
Why?  So that we can rest.  God is saying to us:  “You deserve a 
break today.  Relax!” 
 

Music from Around the World:  Louise Christ’s Music Makers 
invite you to come enjoy an evening of ethnic and classical music; 
support and encourage our budding pianists; and join us for 
refreshments.  All are welcome.  There is no charge.  Friday, June 
12th,  6:30 PM, St. Francis Church.   
 

Our Lady of the Angels SFO – will meet this Wednesday, June 
10th at 6:30 PM in the Tovet Room of the church.  All are 
welcome.  For those with questions, call Lynn Carney at 323-5537, 
or Kathy Ricardi at 323-9023. 
 

Parish Tag Sale Meeting:  You are invited to a meeting of all 
persons interested in our 2009 Parish Tag Sale on Wednesday, 
June 10, 7 PM in the K of C building on 11 Jabish Street.  
Donations will be accepted from August 1st through the 24th.  
Permits have been obtained to reserve the Town Common on 
August 28th and 29th and for the sale of food on the 29th.  The sale 
will be on the 29th.   
 
Short prayers count, too. When you’re stopped at a long light or 
put on hold, consider it as God’s invitation to turn your heart and 
mind to Him, if only for a few seconds. 
 



JUNE 7, 2009 
 

Michael Sweeney Prayer Line 
From May 26 through June 1, 2009, the following intentions were 
added to our already long list of requests for prayers. Won’t you 
please join us in praying for them all. 
Thanksgiving for a safe homecoming for Ryan. 
Renewed intention for KK, a three year-old who has a continuing 
kidney problem 
Successful surgery for a complete shoulder replacement for Chuck. 
That a correct diagnosis will be found for Nicole Mace. 
Relief of back pain for Cindy C. 
Renewed intention for John S. 
Safe and enjoyable trip to Penn. for Lee 5/27-5/31. 
Renewed intention for Sean to find the right job. 
Renewed intention for Lorraine. 
Prayers asked for Henry Campeau who has suffered a heart attack. 
Special intention for healing for Gert Opalenik. 
For a young mother who is having a double mastectomy, for 
complete recovery and prayers are asked for her children. 
That a woman will be accepted for rehab following surgery. 
A safe and enjoyable trip to Chicago for Becky 5/30-6.6. 
A safe and enjoyable trip to California for Sean 5/29-6/10. 
Successful cancer treatment for Ann and Fred and strength during a 
difficult time. 
Special intention for Rose. 
Thanksgiving for the lives of Richard Shakarian and Walter Bakaur. 
Please pray for the repose of their souls and for their families and 
friends in their bereavement. 
Thanksgiving for all God’s Graces and His answers to the requests 
of the prayer line. If you would like to have the prayer line 
members pray for you or a loved one, please call Chris McGinnis, 
323-6622, Louise Groux, 323-4046 or Marion Masse, 323-7169. 
 
St. Mary’s Parish will conduct its 25th Annual Carnival on the 
grounds of St. Mary’s School, South & Charles Streets in Ware, on 
June 12th-14th.  Entertainment on Friday evening will be the Mark 
VI band; on Saturday evening Eddie Forman; and Sunday from 3-7 
will be Musical Magic for your dancing and listening pleasure.  
There will be games of skill and chance, arts/crafts, rides and 
delicious Polish & American foods.  Polka Mass on Saturday, June 
13th, at 4:30 PM with the Eddie Forman Orchestra.  Sunday from 
11:30-1:30 a Chicken Barbecue will be held on the school grounds.  
Tickets are $10.   
 
Holyoke Catholic High School - Are your children educated in a 
Catholic school or any other accredited elementary, high school, or 
college in the nation?  If so, you can purchase a raffle ticket for 
‘cash for tuition’, $10 for 1 ticket, $25.00 for three. 1st Prize - 
$5,000, 2nd Prize - $2,000, 3rd Prize - $1,000. Please call 331.2480 
for your tickets today. Parents have long sacrificed to send their 
children to Catholic schools, but paying for Catholic school tuition 
is becoming increasingly difficult. If you can, please support 
Holyoke Catholic’s Sponsor a Student program. Donations will 
fund a worthy student!  
 

Bereavement Group – If you have suffered a loss, the 
Bereavement Group at St. Francis is a place of quiet confidential 
discussion. Come tell us, share your loss or just sit and listen. There 
are no requirements or dues. Everyone is welcome. It is a special, non-
judgmental place where people listen and care. We meet on the 1st and 
3rd Wednesday of the month at 7PM in the Tovet Room at the church. 
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