
Pastor:
Rev. Vernon P. Decoteau

Church:
24 Jabish Street

Rectory:
 10 Park Street

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 612

Belchertown, MA  01007-0612

Telephone & FAX:
(413) 323-6272

Web site:  www.stfrancisbtown.org
E-mail:  stfrancischurch@verizon.net

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Monday–Thursday: 8:00 a.m.

Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

HOLY DAY MASSES
Consult the weekly Mass schedule.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 3:00 p.m.–3:45 p.m.

or by appointment

BAPTISM
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the fi rst and third 

Sunday of each month at 12:00 Noon.
Preparation Class for Parents and Godparents is held on a 

monthly basis and class size is limited.  You must register with 
the Rectory offi ce and you are encouraged to attend the class 

prior to the birth of your baby.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP
We welcome new members and ask that you make an 

appointment to meet with the Pastor by calling the Rectory.

St. Francis
 of Assisi Parish

Belchertown, MA
Rachael ROSE DE LIMA Arbeit

Philip BEDE Ashley

Aaron MICHAEL Astley

Ethan SEBASTIAN AuffreySEBASTIAN

Samuel JOHN VIANNEY BanasJOHN VIANNEY

Amanda CECILIA Bergstrom

Kaitlyn CATHERINE BurdickCATHERINE

Travis MAXIMILIAN KOLBE ChartierMAXIMILIAN KOLBE

Christina MARIA GORETTI ClarkMARIA GORETTI

Milly ITA Coppola

Bryan MICHAEL Costa

Matthew ANTHONY CurbeloANTHONY

Patricia MARY MAGDALENE DemersMARY MAGDALENE

Tessa GENEVIEVE DesjardinsGENEVIEVE

Susan JEANNE JUGAN DuboisJEANNE JUGAN

Michael JOHN the APOSTLE DullJOHN the APOSTLE

Bobby PETER Fitzpatrick

Kelsey THERESE of LISIEUX FleurentTHERESE of LISIEUX

Nicholas THOMAS GioiosiTHOMAS

Colleen CECILIA Grady

Jeff DAMIAN GrossmanDAMIAN

Rebecca LUCY HamelLUCY

Tyler GEORGE KeefeGEORGE

Olivia MARIE KozakMARIE

Melanie JULIANA Lacroix

Theodore BRUNO LeBlanc

Jonathan THOMAS LemieuxTHOMAS

Adam JOHN the BAPTIST LuippoldJOHN the BAPTIST

Melanie ANGELA MERICI MaggiANGELA MERICI

Peter ANTHONY MarshANTHONY

Brittany BRIDGET McDonaldBRIDGET

Lianne HELENA Messier

Grace CECILIA Nauman

Jay MICHAEL Norden

Olivia ISABEL of FRANCE Pare’ISABEL of FRANCE

Evanna BERNADETTE PayenBERNADETTE

Michael MICHAEL Pelkey

Stephanie ROSE DE LIMA Pelletier

Nicolas JOSEPH PerreaultJOSEPH

Evan JOHN of the CROSS QuinnJOHN of the CROSS

Zachary CONSTANTINE StoneCONSTANTINE

Brian PATRICK TabbPATRICK

Samantha AMATA of ASSISI TeehanAMATA of ASSISI

Emily ANNE ThorntonANNE

Tamara CECILIA Tierney

Heather MARGUERITE WallinMARGUERITE

Andrew DAMIAN WhiteheadDAMIAN

Christopher CHRISTOPHER Whitehead

Matthew SAINT JOSEPH ZaluckiSAINT JOSEPH

We Welcome
 the Newly
Confirmed



ST. FRANCIS PARISH BELCHERTOWN 
 

 
 

SATURDAY, May 30, 2009 VIGIL: Pentecost Sunday 
 4:00 PM Lawrence Grady 81st Birthday Remembrance 
  Grandpas Walter Perreault & Ronald 
  Matyszczyk req by Nic & Veronica 
SUNDAY, May 31, 2009 Pentecost Sunday 
 8:00 AM John Antonovitch req by Chris McGinnis 
  George Opalenik req by Jean Odiorne 
 10:30 AM Lisa Calabrese req by Michael & Charlene  
  Forgue 
  Raymond Bushey req by his wife and family 
MONDAY, June 1, 2009 
 8:00 AM Frances Trudeau req by Rita Vadnais 
TUESDAY, June 2, 2009 
 8:00 AM For all Fr. Vern’s Intentions req by Rita 
  Gallagher 
WEDNESDAY, June 3, 2009 
 8:00 AM Carole Kamins req by the Spiritual Life Comm 
THURSDAY, June 4, 2009 
 8:00 AM Dolores Disque req by the Spiritual Life Comm 
FRIDAY, June 5, 2009 First Friday 
 8:00 AM Elizabeth Pelott req by the Spiritual Life Comm 
  Grace Lyons Healy req by the family 
SATURDAY, June 6, 2009 VIGIL: The Most Holy Trinity 
 8:00 AM Souls in Purgatory req by Mary Yando 
 4:00 PM Delores Ronnau req by the McNamara Children 
  For My Parents req by Beverly Maher 
SUNDAY, June 7, 2009 The Most Holy Trinity 
 8:00 AM Anna Antonovitch Birthday Remembrance req  
  by Pat & Stanley Antonovitch 
  George Opalenik req by John & Irene Bachand 
 10:30 AM George Opalenik req by Louise & Bill Groux 
  Carole Kamins req by the French Family 
 

 
 
"But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all 
truth. He will not speak on his own, but he will speak what he 

hears, and will declare to you the things that are coming." 
 - Jn 16:13 

 
Readings for June 6-7, 2009 

Dt 4:32-34, 39-40/Rom 8:14-17/Mt 28:16-20 
 

When your Dad is mad and asks you, “Do I look stupid?” 
Don’t answer! 

The Pastor’s Thoughts… 
-Congratulations to our Confirmation Class as they receive the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit this weekend.  I extend our thanks to 
Deb Robinson, all the members of our staff and volunteers who 
have worked so hard to prepare them for this final sacrament of 
Christian Initiation. 
-I am delighted that we now have a Deacon here at St. Francis to 
assist in parish life and ministry.  I am so pleased that he has taken 
me up on my suggestion to offer “From the Deacon’s Bench…” 
 
From The Deacon’s Bench 
-As I look out from my new perch, the Deacon’s Bench, I see 500-
650 of my fellow parishioners looking back.  Wow! What a view! 
So many different faces, set in a range of expressions – interest, 
excitement, boredom, spirituality, and the occasional yawn.  What 
are you thinking?  Why are you here?  What do you want from our 
Church?  I’m sure I’ll learn. 
-First, let me thank all of you who have made me feel so welcome 
at St. Francis Parish during the past year as I have grown into my 
new role, assisting Fr Vern at the liturgy.  I have more growing to 
do.  I look forward to your continued support, and to doing what I 
can to help meet your spiritual needs, be they at Mass, in Scripture 
study, at a baptism, wedding, or funeral.   
-A bit about me.  My wife, Kathryn, and I lived ‘forever’ in 
Belchertown.  But in 2007, we moved to Granby so Kathryn, who 
is the Pastoral Minister and Faith Formation Leader at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Parish, would not have so far to drive, especially 
during the winter.  Of course, as with many well-intentioned plans, 
something happened.  The Bishop informed me that, as there was 
already a Deacon in Granby, I would probably be assigned as 
Deacon to St Francis in Belchertown!  Well, so far, the Spirit 
seems to know what she’s up to! 
-One thing I’ve found interesting in getting to know some of you, 
the St Francis parish family, is that many of you are actually 
excited about coming here for the liturgy.  From my new 
viewpoint, I see many participating fully in the Mass; singing, 
praying, listening.  Some meditate – well, at least they look like 
they’re meditating; I’ve yet to hear snoring! I, too, am excited to 
participate in the liturgies of the Word and of the Eucharist. In fact, 
I like being Catholic!  Why? Being Catholic is certainly not as 
easy as being “Christian”; but more on that another time…. 
-One of the reasons I like being Catholic is exemplified by a 
project I’ve enjoyed over the past year: working with several of 
our teens [and one not-yet-a-teen] as they have stepped up and 
volunteered to be lectors.  You’ve probably seen and heard them, 
as one or more of them proclaim the Second Reading at least once 
a month at each Mass.  I’m very proud of their accomplishments in 
bringing the Word to all of us.  It makes me proud to be a Catholic. 
Many other religious denominations don’t give this opportunity to 
share in the liturgy to their youth.  And, since I have heard nothing 
but good comments about their ministry, we’ll be opening up a few 
more ‘youth lector’ positions in the Fall.  Those who feel that they 
might be able to join this ministry, please contact me at 
dcnbill@jcfound.org.  There is an interview and training process, 
but it doesn’t hurt much!  Just ask one of those already reading at 
Mass.  

Deacon Bill 
 

Time may be a great healer, 
But it’s a lousy beautician. 

 



PENTECOST SUNDAY 
 

 
In Gratitude to God for His many gifts, 

the members of this parish have returned 
the following resources in support of the parish 

and its ministries… 
 

 
 
The Sunday Collection for May 23-24 was .................... $6,402.44 
Weekly Sunday Average .................................................. 6,441.17 
Weekly Sunday Goal ........................................................ 6,500.00 
Mortgage & Expansion Collection for May 3-24............. 6,093.50 
Monthly Mortgage & Expansion Goal ..............................6,000.00 
Monthly Mortgage & Expansion May Overage .....................93.50 
Ascension Thursday .............................................................996.00 
 
 

Mortgage & Expansion Collection 
The Monthly Collection for the Mortgage & Expansion 
Fund will be a second collection at all masses next 
weekend June 6th & 7th.  The loan payment is a monthly 
obligation which our parish must fulfill just as any family does. 
Our goal is $6,000.00 per month and all contributions above the 
goal will be retained for mortgage and expansion needs. 
 
 
Eucharistic Adoration and Visitation - The Adoration Info Line 
number is 323-6272 Extension 6.  Please, always call just before 
coming in for your hour to see if Adoration has been closed due to 
extreme cold or bad weather. The Adoration Chapel (entrance 
around the rear of the church) is open to all parishioners for a visit 
before the Blessed Sacrament. Hours of Adoration are 8:00 AM – 
10:00 PM Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. If you would like to 
be a part of our Adoration program, either as an assigned adorer or 
substitute, please call Pam at 323-7416.  The following hours are 
in need of an Adorer:  Monday 1:00 – 2:00 PM; Tuesday 12 
Noon – 1:00 PM and Tuesday 1:00 – 2:00 PM. 
 
 

 
Weekend of June 6-7, 2009 

 

 
 4:00 PM Carney 
 8:00 AM Fontaine 
 10:30 AM C. & W. Schmidt 

 
 4:00 PM Pat A., Beaupre, Couture, Lemire, Carney, Buczko, 
  Racine 
 8:00 AM Miffitt, Moran, Ricardi, Tovet, Waniewski, Dubois, 
  Crosby 
 10:30 AM Lattrell, Lawrence, Letendre, Rose, Tyler, Adams, 
  Belanger 

 
 4:00 PM A. Muraczewski, J. Mazza, G. Terry 
 8:00 AM John & Justine Holdsworth 
 10:30 AM R. & D. Racicot, C. & N. Drewniak 

 
Brick Corner – We would like to thank the 
following parishioners who have “purchased 
a brick” for our new church, either in their 
name or in the name of a loved one:   
Julia Webster – One Brick In Memory of 
Frances Trudeau. 
Thank you for your support and please 

remind your friends that they, also, can “buy a brick”.  They 
are only $10.00 each. 

 
 
Confirmation at Pentecost – Touches of red to symbolize the fire 
of the Spirit are frequently used for the celebration of 
Confirmation.  It is also a reminder of the Feast of Pentecost when 
the tongues of fire appeared over the heads of the disciples.  The 
rite of Confirmation asks a response of faith from the candidates as 
well as from the parish faith family.  We promise to help them to 
grow in the grace of the sacrament.  The candidates say “yes” to 
their faith and to the Holy Spirit.  But first they should ask for the 
support of the parish.  How can we support them?  Our example at 
Sunday worship, the witness of our individual Christian lives, and 
our willingness to be people of service to others, can be easily 
seen.  Come, Holy Spirit, fill their lives with the power of Your love 
and renew this community in its call to worship, witness and service.   
 
NCYC M&M Fundraiser – On the weekend of the June 6/7,. the 
NCYC Team will be handing out containers of M&M’s.  Please 
return them on or before Sunday June 28th, filled with quarters or 
whatever donation amount is comfortable for you.  Every little bit 
helps.  Thank you for all your support so far! 
 
Music from Around the World:  Louise Christ’s Music Makers 
invite you to come enjoy an evening of ethnic and classical music; 
support and encourage our budding pianists; and join us for 
refreshments.  All are welcome.  There is no charge.  Friday, June 
12th,  6:30 PM, St. Francis Church.   
 
Our Lady of the Angels SFO – will meet on Wednesday, June 10 
at 6:30 PM in the Tovet Room of the church.  All are welcome.  
For those with questions, call Lynn Carney at 323-5537, or Kathy 
Ricardi at 323-9023. 
 
Religious Vocation Corner:  The confused and fear-filled 
apostles were totally changed by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
as they became powerful and dynamic proclaimers of their faith in 
Jesus Christ.  God calls priests and religious to serve Him and to 
serve others, especially by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit in 
today’s Church.  If you feel God may be calling you to this 
ministry, call Fr. Gary Dailey at 413-452-0816 or E-Mail: 
g.dailey@diospringfield.org. 
Please pray that the Spirit will guide the Church and the world 
leaders to bring about world peace.   
 
St. Francis of Assisi Food Pantry is in need of toilet paper, 
laundry and dish detergent.  Your support and generosity is very 
much appreciated.   
 
Please pray that God’s people may use the gifts He has given them 

to defend the right to life of the aged and infirm. 
 



MAY 31, 2009 
 

Michael Sweeney Prayer Line 
From May 25th through June 1, 2009 the following intentions were 
added to our already long list of requests for prayers. Won’t you 
please join us in praying for them all. 
Special intention for Sally, in the hospital. 
Renewed intention for Gloria Slate 
Thanksgiving for a safe trip to N.C. for a family. 
Renewed intention for Michaela to find the right job. 
Successful surgery for Shirley 5/20 and complete healing. 
A good recovery from emergency surgery for Margaret Mouser. 
Peace and comfort for Al Rolla and prayers of support for his wife. 
A good job interview for Jim V. 
Successful interview for Doreen 5/20. 
Thanksgiving for successful surgery for Gil and Laura. 
Prayers asked for healing for Dave, Chris and Rachel. 
Renewed intention for Lisa for a good outcome for her pregnancy. 
Prayers asked for Joshua for successful knee surgery 5/29. 
For Mike and Lisa Hammond to have a safe delivery and a healthy baby. 
Thanksgiving for the safe delivery of Joshua. 
Good results from medical tests for John.  
Successful surgery and good results for Joan 6/1. 
That a young woman with a high-risk pregnancy will carry to full 
term and have a healthy baby. 
Thanksgiving for the lives of Fr. James Michael Langell and Brian 
Odiorne.  
Please pray for the repose of their souls and for their families and friends 
 

Thanksgiving for all God’s Graces and His answers to the requests 
of the prayer line. If you would like to have the prayer line 
members pray for you or a loved one, please call Chris McGinnis, 
323-6622, Louise Groux, 323-4046 or Marion Masse, 323-7169. 
 
St. John the Baptist School is offering a Chicken Pie Dinner on 
Saturday, May 30th from 5-7 in the Parish Center.  Adults are $6 
and children are $4.  Children under 5 are free.  Tickets may be 
purchased at the door or you can purchase them at St. John the 
Baptist School (583-8550) between the hours of 8-5.  Thank you. 
 
Saint Anne's Annual Tag Sale, Saturday, June 13, 9-3, 2230 Main 
Street, Three Rivers.  Rain or shine.  Many reasonably priced items 
displayed in parish hall and outdoors.  Lunch available.  Don't miss 
this huge event. 
 
Pro-Life Corner – The Feast of Pentecost reminds us that we, in 
the pro-life movement are called to be channels of God’s work:  
“Counteracting the culture of death demands a prophetic 
spirituality…We speak the prophetic word that challenges society 
to recognize the unborn as brothers and sisters, and to therefore 
repent of practices and policies that destroy them or put them at 
risk.”  (Jim Pinto, Jr. Coordinator of Missionaries of the Gospel of 
Life, Priests for Life Newsletter.) 
 
Bereavement Group – If you have lost a spouse, family member or 
someone close to you, the Bereavement Group at St. Francis is a 
place of quiet confidential discussion among others who have 
suffered loss. Come tell us, share your loss or just sit and listen. 
There are no requirements or dues. Everyone is welcome. It is a 
special, non-judgmental place where people listen and care. We 
meet on the 1st and 3rd.  Wednesday of the month at 7 PM in the 
Tovet Room at the church. 
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Five Star
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Beauty • Tranquility
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Palmer, MA 01069

Garden Center: 413-283-4900

www.fivestargardens.com

H H H H H Gardens
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$1.00 OFF!

(413) 323-7686

Open Daily 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.
MC, Visa & Discover Accepted
Take-Out Service Available on

Complete Menu

Charlotte Jeramy
Donahue Donahue
Owner Designer

413*323*5503

3 Stadler Street • Belchertown, MA

Compliments of

JITTERBUGS
EARLY CHILDHOOD

PROGRAM
432 State Street

Belchertown
(413) 323-5110

Basement Finishing
Fiberglass Replacement Windows

Call Don 1-800-993-1157

www.ocboston.com

OWENS CORNING 
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ALL PARISHIONERS 
RECEIVE A 15% DISCOUNT
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HOME HEATING INSTALLATIONS
Palmer, MA

1-413-427-1735
Oil, Gas,
AC Installation,
Cleanings &
Service

Oil Tank Removal
& Installation

Reasonably Priced
40 Years Experience

MA License Insured

111 Daniel Shays Hwy
Belchertown, MA

55+ Adult Community

Maintenance free condo living.
Open Sundays 11:00-1:00 pm

Starting at $259,900
Matt Jackson 687.8371
Brenda Bellefleur 687.3357
www.SummerHill55.com
www.NewEnglandMoves.com

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Owned & Operated by NRT. EOE. EHO.

323-7676

QUABBIN
SERVICE CENTER

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE & REPAIR
VEHICLE INSPECTIONS

SPEED PASS - PAY AT THE PUMP
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Belchertown, Mass.  01007

FRAN BODZINSKI, PROP.

Tilton
Automotive
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Residential & Commercial
Since 1956

41 South Whitney Street
Amherst, MA 01002

Toro • Wheel Horse • Scag • Jonsered

413-253-7358

Toll Free 877-239-4258
www.boydenandperron.com

BOYDEN & PERRON, INC.

Pelham

Auto Service
Div. of Pelham Industrial Group Ltd.

1315 Federal St.

Belchertown, MA 01007

413-253-9302
Foreign Car Repairs Since 1972

ORCHARD HILL

EQUIPMENT
& TRAILER SALES

413-253-5456

Rt 9, Belchertown, MA

www.orchardhillsales.com

Amy Sullivan,
Director of Admissions

tel 413.532.2200
fax 413.534.1754
573 Granby Road

South Hadley, MA 01075
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Braces for all Ages
733 Chapin Street • Suite 300 • Ludlow, MA 01056

413-547-0300

ORTHODONTIST

Francis J. Feeney
DMD  MDS

Where good friends...
good times and

hearty laughter are
always welcome!!!

FOOD • FUN • BEVERAGES
ALL MASS LOTTERY
Belchertown, MA

413-323-6420

McCarthy’s
Pub

413-323-5151
5 Jabish St., Belchertown

www.station5salon.com

A  F u l l  S e r v i c e  S a l o n

413-283-6791

413-323-4012

1-800-332-8708

Fax 413-323-8825

225 NORTH LIBERTY STREET

BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007

Vitamins • Supplements
Personal Care

Stadler Street Shops
Belchertown, MA

413.323.8500
STORE HOURS

Tues-Fri: 10am-6pm • Sat: 10-4
Holistic Healing Center

Mention this Ad for10% OFF
ShopHealthyAlternatives.com

Healthy Alternatives

19 N. Main St.
Belchertown

323-9611 / 800-894-9591
www.bellandhudson.com

Protecting your family & business since 1952

MOULTON
Insurance Agency Inc
AUTO - HOME - BUSINESS

BELCHERTOWN
141 North Main Street

413-323-7229

AND OFFICES IN:
WARE - PALMER - W. BROOKFIELD

www.moultoninsurance.com

Home Heating Oil • On-Site Fleet Refueling • Construction Site Deliveries

P.O. Box 628 • Belchertown, MA 01007

413 734-9900

DIESEL FUEL
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

BUDGET PLANS • FUEL ASSISTANCE


